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University

College

University College provides university-wide
administrative support and leadership in mat-
ters involving certain undergraduate programs
and undergraduate students as well as assis-
tance and support to the Vice President of Aca-
demic Affairs in a variety of university-wide
curricular concerns and administrative activi-
ties. The college serves as the academic home
for exploratory students who have not yet
declared an academic major. The college pro-
vides leadership in the administration of uni-
versity-wide scholarships, guidance on transfer
credit, decisions regarding substitutions for the
general education program, and works with
other campus offices regarding advanced place-
ment. The Dean of University College works
closely with the General Education Council
and the Council on Undergraduate Academic
Adpvising. The Dean of University College also
provides leadership for the Community Based
Learning Fellows program.

Community Based
Learning

An on-going initiative, the KSU Community
Based Learning programs are important across
the campus and exist in many forms depend-
ing on the discipline. Through the Commu-
nity Based Learning Fellows program, one
faculty member from each discipline serves as
a coordinator from their college to facilitate,
assess, and develop community based learn-
ing activities. Academically based community
engagement benefits the community, the uni-
versity, the college, the department, and the
student. By emphasizing experiential learning,
it enhances curriculum-based academic knowl-
edge while meeting community needs. The
program is coordinated out of the Office of the
Dean of University College.
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Programs of Study

Along with other campus departments, col-
leges, and schools, the Dean of University
College works to maintain the high quality pro-
grams that have long characterized Kennesaw
State University. Together with the solid faculty
of KSU, University College focuses on student
academic excellence and success.

Additionally, University College maintains

a central role in advancing certain interdis-
ciplinary programs on campus. The college
offers students a degree program in Interdis-
ciplinary Studies.

This Interdisciplinary Studies degree program
directly reflects and advances several aspects
of the institutional mission at the baccalaure-
ate level. Building on the general education
program, an interdisciplinary studies degree
continues to advance the liberal arts tradition
at the heart of Kennesaw State University.

Given the collaborative and integrative nature
of this degree, it both broadens and deepens
the current degree offerings, while at the same
time ensures a focused, deliberate degree pro-
gram for students.

The unique characteristic of this degree is

that it requires majors to have two or more
intentional academic concentrations. Rather
than being a collection of random courses,

the degree in Interdisciplinary Studies is a
thoughtful, planned, substantive, schedule of
coursework reflecting the integration of two or
more disciplines, culminating in an applied or
professionally oriented experience with consis-
tent oversight by an interdisciplinary panel.

Institutionally, by encouraging cross-disci-
plinary connections, this degree facilitates,
increases, and enhances linkages between
and among existing departments. Addition-
ally it provides students with a broad spec-
trum of institutional options.

Major in Interdisciplinary Studies, B.S.

Bachelor of Science Degree
University College
(770) 499-3350

http:/www.kennesaw.edu/universitycollege

The Bachelor of Science degree in Interdisciplinary Studies is intended to allow students

maximum flexibility to custom-design a curriculum to their personal and career goals. Such a
program of study must assure depth as well as breadth of study. Therefore, students must take
a total of 39 upper-division hours across at least two different disciplines. Each discipline must
have a minimum of 12 upper division hours. Alternatively, students could choose to have an
equal emphasis in two disciplines. Students must earn a grade of C or above in these upper
division requirements. The university core curriculum requirements must also be met.

To insure coherence in the program, the student must construct and explain in writing the
rationale for the Interdisciplinary Studies program’s direct relationship to the student’s per-
sonal and career goals. Each student will be required to identify advisors in the academic
disciplines included in the program, who will agree to sponsor the student in drawing up the
proposed curriculum, formulating the rationale, and presenting the case orally and in writing
to the Interdisciplinary Studies Council. Students prepare a curriculum for their proposal that
includes course work in writing/communication, course work in theory/ culture, and course
work in application/integration. All three areas must be included in their program of study.


http://www.kennesaw.edu/universitycollege
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Each program requires the following to ensure a focused, unique proposal:

e Interdisciplinary Studies Program must combine at least two disciplines

e Student must be working with a faculty advisor and have a collaborative advisor from the
additional disciplines

e Student must take 39 hours in upper division courses from these disciplines

* Program proposal must list student learning outcomes

* Proposal must also describe the niche that this combined program fulfills that cannot be ful-
filled with one of the degrees already offered at KSU

e Students must have some summative experience, through research, coursework, internship,
or practicum to integrate the interdisciplinary program

The student, along with at least one advisor, must meet with the Interdisciplinary Studies
Advisory Council to present the proposed program and answer questions concerning the
Interdisciplinary Studies curriculum proposal. If approved, the student may proceed with the
curriculum. The Council will meet during the fall, spring and summer semesters, and students
must make written application by the second week in the semester.

The following is the proposed curriculum for the major in Interdisciplinary Studies, B.S.

GENERAL EDUCATION 42
UNIVERSITY-WIDE FITNESS FOR LIVING REQUIREMENT 3
*LOWER DIVISION MAJOR REQUIREMENTS (AREA F) 18
*UPPER DIVISION MAJOR REQUIREMENTS 39

Consisting of a minimum of 12 credit hours in each discipline, with a minimum of two
disciplines. Each discipline must include courses focusing on a single theme (although
they may represent diverse departments) and be consistent with career and educational goals.

*RELATED STUDIES 9
GENERAL ELECTIVES 12
PROGRAM TOTAL: 123

*These areas are to be planned closely with the student’s advisor and approved by the Interdis-
ciplinary Studies Council.

Students are strongly encouraged to have some form of an internship, practicum, or applied
experience in their program. However, if students do not have any of those listed, they should
have coursework or projects within courses that pull together the disciplines in a very specific,
focused experience.

Any unforeseen and/ or necessary changes can be made on the recommendation of the stu-
dent’s advisor and the approval of the Interdisciplinary Studies Council.
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Department of
University Studies within
University College

University College provides oversight and

operations for the following University-wide

programs (each housed in the Department of

University Studies):

e English as a Second Language (ESL)

* Honors Program

¢ Joint Enrollment Honors

e KSU 1101/ First-Year Experience

e KSU 1102/ CLASS (Communities for Learn-
ing Success)

e KSU 2290/Sophomore Year Experience

e KSU 4401/Senior Year Experience

¢ Learning Support Programs

e Math Lab

* Supplemental Instruction

English as a Second Language
International students for whom English is

a second language can find instruction and
support in Learning Support Programs. The
ESL director assists international students
with transitions in language and culture,
providing extensive testing for admission and
placement along with appropriate diagnostic
recommendations. In keeping with LSP’s
continuing commitment to student success
across all academic levels, the ESL Program
recently had two new courses approved: ESL
1105 and 1106. These courses are specifically
geared to non-native speakers of English,
offering intensive study of grammar, usage,
and pronunciation of the English language.
Application of course material will be in the
form of written and oral presentations, with
particular emphasis on professional adapta-
tions that might be required of business or
nursing majors.

The premiere Conversation Partners program
coordinated out of University Studies, pairs
native students, faculty, and staff with Inter-
national students. Improving retention as well
as helping to internationalize our campus,
this popular program is offered both fall and
spring semesters.

Honors Program

The award-winning Honors Program at
Kennesaw State University has two very
important incarnations. For recently matricu-
lated or currently enrolled undergraduates,
the Undergraduate Honors Program offers

a flexible array of excellent Honors experi-
ences designed to challenge exceptional stu-
dents. For high school juniors or seniors who
want to complete college courses for dual
credit, the Joint Enrollment Honors Program
(JEHP) provides extensive academic support
designed to make the transition to university
life as smooth as possible. Both programs pro-
vide honors students with exciting academic
challenges, intense mentoring relationships
with faculty, connection to the student honors
community, and applied learning that reflects
the students’ level of accomplishment.

Undergraduate Honors Program

Admission Criteria

Students who consistently exceed the expec-

tations of their instructors, and therefore

need and want the challenge of academic
experiences qualitatively different from those

provided in most existing courses, can find a

home in the outstanding KSU Undergraduate

Honors Program. Those admitted to the pro-

gram will need to match one of the following

profiles:

¢ Students who have recently graduated
from high school, are entering Kennesaw
State as first-year students, have a high
school grade point average of 3.7 or better
in their academic courses, and have made
a composite score of 1100 or better on the
Scholastic Aptitude Test (equivalent ACT
scores also accepted)

e Currently enrolled students (including
those who have transferred from other
institutions) who have earned a cumulative
grade point average of 3.7 or better in no
fewer than 30 hours and no more than 60
hours of KSU course work

The Honors Director may waive these eligibil-
ity criteria for candidates who can present a
convincing and substantive case of their moti-
vation and potential to succeed in the Under-
graduate Honors Program.
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Students identified as Honors prospects
should receive an invitation to join the pro-
gram. Others should contact the Honors
Director at (770) 423-6116 if they think they
are eligible and have not received any com-
munication from the Honors Office. This is
an outstanding, competitive program and we
encourage you to submit materials early!

Undergraduate Honors Program
Fundamentals

The Undergraduate Honors Program is orga-
nized around three fundamentals providing
students with a rounded academic experience:
Honors Faculty mentorship, formal Honors
Experiences, and the Honors Colloquium.

¢ Fundamental One: Honors students are
carefully matched with individual faculty
mentors who are chosen from the ranks of
the Honors Faculty and share their advi-
sees” academic interests and professional
objectives. Honors mentors are more than
academic advisors (though they play that
role, too). The active intellectual exchange
between mentors and their students is
designed to foster a peer relationship that

helps the students to achieve their potential

as well as gain a faculty advocate.

¢ Fundamental Two: Honors students must
complete four Honors Experiences.

1. Honors Experience I is based in tradi-
tional course work. Students may fulfill
this requirement by taking an Honors
Seminar (Honors 2290 or 4490) with other

Honors students; by establishing an Honors

contract in a non-Honors course; or by
completing the requirements of an Honors
Directed Study (Honors 4400) with one fac-
ulty member.

2. Honors Experience II has an applied focus, in

which students use the knowledge and skills
they have learned in their major academic
disciplines in contexts that model the labora-
tory or workplace. This experience may be
conducted on or off campus and must be
qualitatively different from similar experi-
ences already offered in the major. Students
especially enjoy having the opportunity to
work closely with individuals in their disci-
pline in a “hands on” environment.

3. Honors Experience Il may be a second

course work or applied learning experi-
ence. Again, students gain an extensive
experience in their major by going deeper
into an area of their choice.

4. Honors Experience IV is the Senior Cap-

stone Experience, an original research
project growing out of the student’s major
concentration; a project based in applied
research that provides new insights into
that discipline; an original synthesis of
information or research already available
in the discipline; or an extensive service
learning project for which the student is the
primary coordinator.

* Fundamental Three: Honors students must
successfully complete two Honors Col-
loquia or one Honors Colloquium and one
Honors Seminar. Honors 3000, the Honors
Colloquium, is a one-hour course in which
Honors students interact with each other and
with members of the Honors Faculty in an
informal setting designed to build and nurture
an Honors community exploring an interdis-
ciplinary topic. Honors 2290 or 4490 (more
formal three-hour Honors courses) may be
substituted for one Honors Colloquium.

To help students develop a perspective on
their work that will be useful in employment
after graduation, all Honors students are
required to keep the products of their Honors
Experiences and Honors Colloquia (research
papers, journals, documentation of exhibits,
etc.) in an Honors Portfolio. To be designated
an Honors Scholar, a student must complete
all four Honors Experiences with an A or a

B; must complete each Honors Colloquium
with a “Satisfactory” or “Unsatisfactory”; and
must receive the Honors Council’s approval
for both the Senior Capstone project and

the Honors Portfolio. The Honors Portfolio
serves not only as a marker of the students’
accomplishments, but is also an outstanding
resource after graduation.

Students in KSU’s Undergraduate Honors
Program receive advanced priority registra-
tion as long as they maintain a cumulative
g.p-a. of 3.7 or better; see their Honors men-
tors at least once a semester; and perform
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satisfactorily in their Honors Experiences and
Honors Colloquia. Each semester, Honors
students have the opportunity to participate
in special Honors events. Honors Scholars
receive a special designation on their tran-
scripts and diplomas and are recognized

at graduation. We are proud of our Honors
Program and believe it provides students the
opportunity to advance their learning in an
applied, individualized context.

Joint Enroliment Honors Program
Admission Criteria

Rising high school juniors and seniors are
eligible for the Joint Enrollment Honors Pro-
gram if they:

e have a cumulative grade point average of
3.0 or better in their academic course work
and are on track to complete the College
Preparatory requirements

and

e have a composite score of 1100 on the SAT,
with minimum subparts of 530 verbal and
530 math; or an ACT score of at least 25
composite with subpart minimums of 24
English and 24 math.

Joint Enroliment Honors Program

Fundamentals

e Students admitted to the Joint Enrollment
Honors Program at Kennesaw State may
attend full-time (taking 12-15 hours of
course work, or 4-5 courses) or part-time
(taking fewer than 12 hours of course work,
or 1-3 courses).

e To complete the final units of college pre-
paratory English, mathematics, and social
science required for high school gradu-
ation, JEHP students must take two col-
lege courses in these subject areas. Special
Honors courses are offered in each area
but are not required for participation in the
program. JEHP students are also eligible
to take most 1000- or 2000-level courses
listed in the undergraduate catalog if they
satisfy course pre-requisites and receive the
approval of both their high school counsel-
ors and their KSU Honors advisors.

e JEHP students who attend public high
schools may be able to take advantage of
the Post-Secondary Options (PSO) Tuition
Grant waiver, which, to date, has partially or
completely subsidized tuition for program
participants. Please note, however, that PSO
funding is a special subsidy awarded at the
pleasure of the state legislature. If the legis-
lature withdraws this funding, students may
be required to pay full tuition and fees for
their Joint Enrollment experience.

e JEHP students who complete their appli-
cation files by the appropriate deadlines
will receive a host of advantages, includ-
ing advanced priority registration, special
advising services, priority enrollment in
Joint-Enrollment Honors classes, and a
guaranteed space in regular KSU classes if
they enroll at their appointed registration
time.

e Throughout the year, JEHP students may
participate in special Honors events,
including a dedicated summer orientation.

For Honors Program information, students
should contact Dr. Liza Davis, the Honors
director, at (770) 423-6116. For information
regarding admission to the Joint Enrollment
Honors Program, they should contact Ms.
Nicole McGehee the Office of Admissions at
(770) 423-6300.

KSU 1101/First-Year Experience
Initiated as only a single course, this program
designed for first year or transfer students
with fewer than 30 credits, has developed into
a comprehensive academic program with its
own director and faculty. While the course has
changed over the years, the KSU First-Year
Seminar’s primary focus on student success
and campus orientation has remained con-
stant. Letter grades are assigned to students
and they earn three elective credits toward
graduation. More than half of all entering
new students elect to take the course in their
first year of college. Faculty collaborate, share
syllabi, and cooperate developing co-cur-
ricular experiences to enhance learning as
described below.
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KSU 1102/CLASS —Communities for
LeArning SuccesS

Communities for Learning Success help
entering, first-year students adjust easily to
college life and improve their chances for a
successful college career. In each community,
a group of twenty-five first-semester students
enroll in the same sections of two or more first
year classes. Because they take these classes
together, these students get to know each
other quickly, forming lasting friendships

and their own small tight-knit community
within the considerably larger 19,000-student
university. Communities for Learning Success
provide the perfect environment for success-
ful learning. Because they know each other
well, first year students are more comfortable
speaking out in class and working collabora-
tively. They form natural study groups and
support groups with their peers. They begin
to see connections between their courses
through specially designed assignments.
Academic research shows that participation in
learning communities consistently improves
students’ retention as well as their GPA—
keeping them in college and helping them to
be more successful.

KSU 2290/UpperCLASS Learning
Communities

UpperCLASS Learning Communities focus
on second year students and are uniquely
designed to meet specific disciplinary needs.

KSU 4401/Senior-Year Experience

A ”bookend” to the First-Year Experience, the
Senior-Year Experience is a program designed
around an institutional capstone course, KSU
4401, which offers upper classmen an oppor-
tunity to learn how best to prepare for the
”post-university” experience. With its director
and team of designated faculty, the Senior-Year
Experience Program focuses on career devel-
opment, graduate school explorations, and
community service opportunities. Students
earn three hours of upper-level elective credit,
develop a portfolio that highlights their skills
and experience, and collaborate with peer
teams and experienced faculty.

Learning Support Programs

Learning Support Programs have a specific
mission: providing academic support to
those students whose entrance and place-
ment scores indicate that they need remedial
instruction before they enroll in regular credit
classes. Students whose SAT or ACT scores
are in the lower quadrant of all applicants are
required to take the corresponding sub-tests
of COMPASS (Computer —Adaptive Place-
ment Assessment and Support System). The
Office of Admissions, the CAPS Center, or the
Department of University Studies will con-
tact students needing to take these courses.
According to these placement scores, students
may be placed in Learning Support courses
in English, math, or reading. These are non-
credit courses such as English 0099 (grammar
and composition), Math 0097 (Elementary
Algebra), Math 0098 (Intermediate Algebra),
and Reading 0099 (Reading Comprehension
and Vocabulary Skills). Learning Support
courses are designed so that students may
complete all requirements in an area in a
maximum of two semesters.

Since these are academic assistance courses,
there are certain restrictions placed by the
Board of Regents and / or by Kennesaw State
University upon students enrolled in these
courses. The following restrictions apply

to all Learning Support students: Students
must register for the LSP courses they are
required to take each semester of enrollment
at KSU before they are eligible to register for
any regular credit courses. If they do choose
to take credit courses at the same time, these
courses must not have LSP courses as prereq-
uisites. They may not, however, accumulate
more than 20 hours of academic credit before
completing all Learning Support require-
ments. They also may not attempt any Learn-
ing Support discipline more than two times.
Students may not withdraw from their Learn-
ing Support courses unless they withdraw
from credit courses as well. Although these
courses do not carry degree credit, students
do receive institutional credit and thus may
satisfy requirements for VA benefits and other
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financial assistance. Unsuccessful completion
of Learning Support requirements by students
will result in exclusion from further study at
KSU. Also, the program offers two courses in
Regents test preparation, Reading 0020 and
English 0020. In addition, the program pro-
vides a variety of tutorial services, including
ESL tutoring for non-native speakers, math
tutoring for math students and writing assis-
tance for non-traditional students.

The Math Lab

The Math Lab is a free, on campus tutoring
service available to all currently enrolled KSU
students. Services are on a first-come, first-
serve basis. Access to videos, software, such
as Scientific Notebook, Workplace, NovaNet,
and other math-related computer software is
also available. Tutors assist students with the
understanding of math concepts, analysis of
math problems, and skill building. All tutors
have had Calculus I or higher and have com-
pleted the KSU tutor training workshop.

The lab is located on the 4th floor of the
Library in room 433. For other information
about the Math Lab, call 770-423-6044.
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Supplemental Instruction
Supplemental Instruction (SI) is a program
whereby students in selected “high-risk”
courses (courses with a high D,EW rate) are
provided the opportunity to receive additional
instruction facilitated by students who have
been successful in those courses in previous
semesters. They receive content instruction

as well as help in analysis, critical thinking,
and problem solving as it relates to the sub-
ject matter. National studies have shown that
students who take advantage of this oppor-
tunity generally perform better than matched
students who do not avail themselves of the
service. SI is coordinated within the Depart-
ment of University Studies with the coopera-
tion of the discipline departments in which the
selected courses are housed.
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