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      About  
Kennesaw State

  KSU Today

Kennesaw State University, one of the fastest-
growing members of the University System 
of Georgia, offers high-quality education 
to students throughout metro-Atlanta and 
northwest Georgia.

To meet the needs of today’s students, 
Kennesaw State offers day, evening and week-
end classes on its spacious suburban campus. 
Both traditional and nontraditional students 
will fi nd programs of study to fi t their life-
styles and interests.

Kennesaw State’s mission of education and 
service will grow with northwest Georgia.
Providing the leadership in this mission is 
President Betty L. Siegel, the fi rst woman 
president in the history of the 34-unit Univer-
sity System.

  Accreditation

Kennesaw State University is accredited by the 
Commission on Colleges of the Southern Asso-
ciation of Colleges and Schools (1866 Southern 
Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097: Telephone 
number 404-679-4501) to award master’s and 
baccalaureate degrees. The undergraduate 
and graduate teacher education programs are 
approved by the Georgia Professional Stan-
dards Commission for teaching certifi cation 
and accredited by the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE). 
The baccalaureate and master’s level account-
ing and business programs are accredited by 
the AACSB, The International Association for 
Management Education. The master’s program 
in nursing is approved by the Georgia Board 
of Nursing and accredited by the National 
League for Nursing Accrediting Commis-
sion—61 Broadway - 33rd Floor, Street, New 
York, New York 10006. Phone:  (212) 363-5555. 
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  Institutional Mission

Kennesaw State University is a proud public 
university in the University System of Geor-
gia, located in the densely populated and rap-
idly developing northwest region of Greater 
Metropolitan Atlanta. Chartered in 1963, KSU 
serves as a highly valued resource for this 
region’s educational, economic, social and 
cultural advancement.

This institution shares with all other units in 
the University System of Georgia the follow-
ing characteristics:

• a supportive campus climate, necessary ser-
vices and leadership development oppor-
tunities, all to educate the whole person 
and meet the needs of students, faculty and 
staff;

• cultural, ethnic, racial and gender diver-
sity in the faculty, staff and student body, 
supported by practices and programs that 
embody the ideals of an open, democratic 
and global society;

• technology to advance educational purposes, 
including instructional technology, student 
support services and distance education;

• collaborative relationships with other 
System institutions, State agencies, local 
schools and technical institutes, and      
business and industry, sharing physical, 
human, information and other resources to 
expand and enhance programs and services 
available to the citizens of Georgia.

This institution shares with all other state uni-
versities in the University System of Georgia 
the following characteristics:
• a commitment to excellence and respon-

siveness within a scope of infl uence defi ned 
by the needs of an area of the state, and by 
particularly outstanding programs or dis-
tinctive characteristics that have a magnet 
effect throughout the region or state;

• a commitment to teaching/learning envi-
ronment, both inside and outside the class-
room, that sustains instructional excellence, 
serves a diverse and university-prepared 

student body, promotes high levels of 
student achievement, offers academic assis-
tance and provides developmental studies 
programs for a limited student cohort;

• a high quality general education program 
supporting a variety of disciplinary, inter-
disciplinary and professional academic pro-
gramming at the baccalaureate level with 
selected master’s and educational specialist 
degrees and selected associate degree pro-
grams based on area need and/or interin-
stitutional collaborations;

• a commitment to public service, continuing 
education, technical assistance, and eco-
nomic development activities that address 
the needs, improve the quality of life and 
raise the educational level within the uni-
versity’s scope of infl uence;

• a commitment to scholarly and creative 
work to enhance instructional effectiveness 
and to encourage faculty scholarly pursuits 
and a commitment to applied research in 
selected areas of institutional strength and 
area need.

Kennesaw State University’s distinctive char-
acteristics are described as follows:

Kennesaw State serves a diverse student 
body in the northern suburbs of Atlanta and 
extending into northwest Georgia. It includes 
young adults who enroll as freshmen or 
undergraduate transfers and an equally large 
number of older adults who return or transfer 
to the university at different stages in their 
lives for undergraduate or graduate study. 
A majority pursue their academic goals on 
a part-time basis because of job, family and 
civic responsibilities. Signifi cant numbers of 
international and minority students enroll. 
Many students pursue professionally-oriented 
degrees, especially at the graduate level. Eve-
ning and weekend programs accommodate 
experienced professionals seeking academic 
advancement. A broad range of programs, 
services and activities are offered outside the 
classroom to enrich campus life and enhance 
student success and personal development.
Effective teaching and learning are central 
institutional priorities. Service and research 
that strengthen teaching and address the 
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public’s interests are important supportive 
priorities. Faculty, staff and administrators 
are committed to providing a challenging and 
facilitative collegiate environment that fosters 
high-quality academic preparation, critical 
thinking, global and multicultural perspec-
tives, effective communication and interper-
sonal skills, leadership development, social 
responsibility and lifelong learning. Programs 
that prepare students well for the advance-
ment of professional pursuits are especially 
attractive and are offered in the school and 
colleges of the university.

The foundation for all undergraduate majors 
is a comprehensive and coherent general 
education program that promotes internation-
alized and connected learning in the liberal 
arts tradition. A wide array of baccalaureate 
degree programs is offered, including majors 
in the arts, humanities, social sciences, mathe-
matics, natural sciences, accounting, business 
fi elds, teacher education specialities, comput-
ing and information systems and nursing. 
KSU offers an expanding array of professional 
graduate programs in accounting, business, 
confl ict management, computer science, edu-
cation, information systems, nursing, profes-
sional writing, and public administration. 

KSU’s commitment to public service is 
refl ected through an extensive array of con-
tinuing education programs, service institutes 
and centers, nationally recognized lectur-
ers and conferences, collaboratives with the 
public schools, partnerships with business 
and governmental agencies and international 
initiatives. The university plays a vital role in 
promoting and supporting regional interests 
in the visual, performing and cultural arts.
Research, scholarship and creative activity are 
broadly defi ned and predominantly applied. 
The university honors action research on 
the improvement of teaching and learning; 
survey research for community and economic 
development; interdisciplinary studies in sup-
port of environmental, governmental, busi-
ness, or health interests; creative contributions 
in the arts and humanities; intellectual con-
tributions; discovery research and academic 
publication; and the interpretation or applica-
tion of academic research.

Kennesaw State University aspires to be a 
progressive and exemplary educational insti-
tution, respected for its excellence and lead-
ership in its teaching, service and research. 
The university is committed to continuous 
improvement in an increasingly diverse and 
constantly changing learning community.

Kennesaw State University is an educational 
community comprised of individuals from 
different ethnic, racial and religious groups 
and of different genders, political beliefs, 
ages, abilities and sexual orientations. In light 
of this diversity, Kennesaw State University 
is resolved to contribute to the development 
of an integrated, pluralistic society in which 
individuals model and support humaneness 
and respect for the individual.

The University is committed to providing 
quality education, which is enhanced by the 
perspectives provided by individuals and 
groups with varying backgrounds and views. 
Racism, sexism and other discriminatory 
attitudes and behaviors impede learning and 
working. Conversely, respect for differences 
enhances educational and work experiences. 
Kennesaw State University is dedicated to 
creating an environment that cherishes and 
nourishes this diversity.

 KSU Human Relations 
 Position Statement
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Kennesaw State University is convenient to the greater Atlanta area and Northwest Georgia. 
To visit the main campus, take I-75 to Chastain Road, Exit 271, and go west on Chastain Road, 
about one-quarter mile.

  The Campus

  Location Map
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