
Latino Highway Safety
The Benefits of Using University Expertise in GOHS Programs



Data
·Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death 

for Hispanics from 1-34 years of age, and are the sixth 

leading cause of death for Hispanics of all ages.

·A recent medical study showed that Hispanic drivers 

have lower safety belt use rates than non-Hispanic 

whites, with correspondingly higher fatality rates in 

traffic crashes.



Data
·Another recent medical study examined motor vehicle 

fatality exposure rates and found that, although 

Hispanic and black male teenagers travel fewer vehicle 

miles than their white counterparts, they are nearly 

twice as likely to die in a motor vehicle crash.

·http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/airbags/seatbelt

shispanic2003/SafetyBeltSp.pdf



Hispanic Population Growth in 

Georgia
· The 2008 Hispanic population 

for the state of Georgia is 
770,816 and estimated to rise 
to 974,390 by 2012. (Selig 
Center for Economic Growth, 
Terry College of Business, The 
University of Georgia, May 
2007)

· Georgia is the 10th largest 
Hispanic market in the United 
States, at 13.6 billion for 2007, 
compared to its 1990 rank of 
19th. (Terry College of 
Business at the University of 
Georgia 2007)



Hispanic Population Growth in 

Georgia

·Georgia is ranked the fourth ñfast growingò Hispanic 

market,  topped only by Arkansas, North Carolina, and 

Tennessee. (Selig Center for Economic Growth, Terry 

College of Business, The University of Georgia, May 

2007)



Goals/Objectives
·To develop and implement DUI and traffic safety  

education programs for Spanish speakers.

·To reach the higher risk group of young male workers 

who may be ignorant of the laws or unwilling to obey 

them.

·To develop educational materials effective in changing 

behavior, including populations with poor or no reading 

abilities.



Strategies Tried & Rejected

· Easy to read format 

with pictures

· Flash cards

· Friendly-looking 

material

· Long 

questionnaires



Results

·Easy looks childish, and insulting to adults

·Friendly looks less professional

·Long questionnaires would not be completed



Better Strategies
· Mid-level Spanish  in easy to 

read format

· Emphasize consequences 

to self and family

· Short,  read aloud questions



ñFor your children, donôt drink and drive!ò

ñDrive drunk? Donôt be silly.ò



ñAmigos no dejan amigos manejar tomado!ò

ñFriends donôt let friends drive drunk.ò


