
The Center for African and African Diaspora Studies announces 

a new addition to its staff, senior researcher, Lawrence E. 

Walker . This native of New Jersey began his career in TV/Film 

production at CBS Broadcasting Network (New York). In 1995, 

Walker launched his film company, Bullõs-Eye Production, which 

produces award-winning documentaries for Cable and Network 
television. Walkerõs passion for black culture, history, and its 

preservation motivated his work on historical documents and 

films in New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania from the 1600-1800s. From the 

materials collected, he produced the documentary òJourney to Freedomó African-

Americans in New Jersey, 1632-1932.  Walker brings his expertise to KSU through 

a project entitled òOH Freedomó An Epic Journey Through Georgia: African-

American Historic Cemeteries, Churches, and Plantations from the 1600s-1890s. 

This work includes filming oral interviews, in which he is assisted by Renardo 

Mack, an Emmy Award Winning Producer, who has previously worked with the 

National Basketball Association profiling elite athletes. The entire collection and 

archives will be digitized and housed in the KSU Library. In fact, this massive com-

puterized database will be open to the local, national, and global community. 

CAADS is excited about the opportunities for research, collaborative initiatives, 

and outreach to a broader community.  
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Congratulations to AADS Major  

Ms. Tiara Banks  is graduating this May 2009 with a B.A. in 

African and African Diaspora Studies. Ms. Banks found her 

passion for Black Studies in 2006 after taking a Race and Eth-

nicity course with Dr. Jesse Benjamin, Department of Sociol-

ogy and Criminal Justice.  As she says, òBeing African-American 

and of African descent, the AADS courses allowed me to reflect on 

my own heritage but most importantly, allowed me to make the 
connection between Blacks on the continent of Africa and Blacks in the Americas and the 

Caribbean.ó As a student of AADS, Ms. Banks participated in the KSU Study Abroad 

to Ghana, West Africa, where she interned at the Cape Coast Slave Castle or as 

she prefers, òthe slave dungeon.ó After KSU, Ms. Banks plans to enroll in graduate 

school and obtain a Masters in African Studies, and later on a Ph.D. In the future, 

she plans to return to KSU, and join the AADS faculty. No better place than where 

her journey as an AADS scholar began. We are proud of Ms. Banks and wish her 

well in her future plans! 
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We have a new Volunteer, Doreen Lwanga , a Ugan-

dan national who calls herself a òGlobal Africanó and 

òPanAfricanó. Doreen comes to us with immense ex-

perience in higher education research, management 

and sponsored projects. She will be working with us 

on projects involving the International James Baldwin 

Society, the Lawrence Walker Foundation and CAADS 

outreach. She is currently working with Ashley to pro-

duce the CAADS newsletter.  

Meet the CAADS Staff  

There is Always Room for Volunteers 

The New Student Assistant 

Meet the new Student Assistant, Ashley Brown . As a 

Freshman working towards the KSU Nursing Program, 

Ashley will be working with CAADS for the Spring Se-

mester. We are thankful for all her hard work, and for 

putting together this newsletter. We hope she will con-

tinue to work with us in the semesters to come. If you 

havenõt yet met her, come by CAADS and say hello!  
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The Center for African & African Diaspora Studies is in great shape with 

Dr. Rosa Bobia , Director & Professor of French, Dr. Nurudeen 

Akinyemi, Assistant Director & Associate Professor of Political Science and 

International Affairs, and Franckline Vernet , Administrative Associate & a 

native of Haiti. These three people  will provide you information on 

CAADS academic and outreach programs, students activities and faculty 

initiatives. They also produce this newsletter to keep you up-to-date on 
events of interest to KSU AADS community. CAADS is a component unit 

of the Institute for Global Initiatives, and supports the African & African 

Diaspora Studies major. It also hosts senior researchers, research fellows 

and international scholars. Stop by anytime to meet the staff. 

Past Events  

 

Black History Month 2008: 

òFrom Whence Weõve 

Comeó 

Thursday Feb. 7, 2008 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Fredrick Douglass 

Dialogues 

Tuesday Oct. 21, 2008 

By: Kenneth B. Morris  

 

 

 

Slavery by Another Name  

Tuesday, July 8th 

University room A 

By: Douglas A. Blackmon  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regime Transitions and the 

Challenges of Democratic 

Consolidation in Africa  

July 17, 2008  

By: Rasheed Akinyemi  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The 1969 Ghana Exodus: 

Memory and Remembrances 

Of Yoruba Migrants  

June 24, 2008    



IJBS Presents at James Baldwin Conference 

Meet our SALT Student  

Meet Ms. Vicki Ina Gloer, working on the Student Assistance for Leader-

ship in Teaching (SALT)  project on slavery in 1800 and 1900 century newspa-

pers. This is a collaborative project between CAADS Director, Dr. Bobia  

and Mrs. Rita Impey -lmes , Assistant Curator in Rarebook room, Sturgis 

Library.  

 

Ms. Gloer has worked so hard to put together this collection, which features 
the much celebrated Frederick Douglas Newspapers, found at the Sturgis Li-

brary. The exhibit runs through June 30 2009 in the Social Science Building 

Atrium. Ms. Gloer will be on site as docent of this exhibit and will be de-

lighted to introduce students to some of the things she learned while con-

ducting research.  
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Vicki Ina Gloer (top) , 

SALT Student 

Dr. Lester (Dept. of Biology & Physics), Dr. Bobia  (Institute of 

Global Initiatives), Dr. Moses (School of Music) and Dr. Peters 

(Dept. of Social Work and Human Services) of the International 

James Baldwin Society (IJBS)  participated in the James Baldwin 

Conference. The three-day event was organized by Suffolk 

University in Boston from March 19-21 2009. 

 
This interdisciplinary panel included Dr. Oral Mosesõ presentation 

Go Tell It On the Mountain and The Amen Corner aimed at developing 

a syllabus to teach a music course entitled òSurvey of African and 

African American Music.ó Drs. Army Lester and Ardith Peters 

discussed teaching The Evidence of Things Not Seen in an 

undergraduate class of Biology and undergraduate and graduate 

classes on Human Services and Social Work. Dr. Bobia gave an 

overview of the creation of IJBS, hosted at CAADS and its effects 

on contemporary issues of race and identity. She also participated 

in the Plenary Closing Session.  

 
Calvin Levels, a Tony Award Nominee and winner of a New York 

Theater World Award for Outstanding New Talent, performed a 

solo play, Down From the Mountaintop, to a standing ovation.  

Rita Impey -Imes , 

Assistant Curator 

International James Baldwin 

Society at the James Baldwin  

Conference 
Pictured from left to right : Drs. 

Army Lester, Ardith Peters, Calvin 

Levels, Rosa Bobia, and Oral Moses  


