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DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
www.kennesaw.edu/foreignlanguage  

Fall 2008   FRENCH 4456  Section 01 

Advanced Grammar and Linguistics  

Social Sciences 3032  ɂ  MW  6:30-7:45 p.m. 
 

Instructor: Thierry Léger, PhD                 Office hours: MW 5:0 0-6:00 p.m. 
Office: SO 5014                                                                        and by appointmen t 
Office Ph.: 770-423-6124                                      E-mail:  tleger@kennesaw.edu  
Web page: http://ksuweb.kennesaw.edu/~tleger/  
 

Required text:   
 Léon, Pierre et Parth Bhatt.  Structure du français moderne.  3e édition.  Toronto : 

Canadian Scholars' Press Inc., 2005.  [ISBN : 1-55130-242-X] 
 

Recommended Text:  
 A good bilingual dictionary 

 

Contacts: 
Étudiant No 1: Nom                                                        Tél.  ____________________________________ 

      Courrier électronique: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Étudiant No 2: Nom                                                        Tél.  ____________________________________ 

      Courrier électronique: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.kennesaw.edu/foreignlanguage
mailto:tleger@kennesaw.edu
http://ksumail.kennesaw.edu/~tleger/
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CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
FREN 4456.  Advanced Grammar and Linguistics.  3-0-3.  Prerequisites: FREN 3302 and FREN 
3303.  Advanced study of grammar from a linguistic perspective.  Provides an overview of 
phonetics, phonology, morphology, and syntax.  Exposes students to dialectical variations of 
the French-speaking world.  Stresses development of oral proficiency.  Course taught in 
French.  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Every KSU student is responsible for upholding the provisions of the 
Student Code of Conduct, as published in the Undergraduate Catalog.  Section II of the Student 
Code of Conduct addresses the University's policy on academic honesty, including provisions 
regarding plagiarism and cheating , unauthorized access to University materials, 
misrepresentation/falsification of University records or academic work, malicious removal, 
retention, or destruction of library materials, malicious/intentional misuse of computer 
facilities and/or services, and misuse of student identification cards.  Incidents of alleged 
academic misconduct will be handled through the established procedures of the University 
Judiciary Program, which includes either an "informal" resolution by a faculty member, 
resulting in a grade adjustment, or a formal hearing procedure, which may subject a student 
to the Code of Conduct's minimum one semester suspension requirement.  
 
DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR: The University has a stringent policy and procedure for dealing 
with behavior which disrupts the learning environment.  Consistent with the belief that 
ÄÉÓÒÕÐÔÉÖÅ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒ ÃÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÒÕÐÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȟ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÆÉÔÓ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ 
definition of disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  
 
HUMAN DIGNITY: The University has formulated a policy on human rights, which is intended 
to provide a learning environment which recognized individual worth.  The activities of this 
class will be conducted in both the spirit and the letter of that policy.  
 
DISABILITY POLICY: Kennesaw State University provides program accessibility and 
reasonable accommodations for persons identified as disabled under Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  A number of 
services are available to help disabled students with their academic work. In order to make 
arrangements, students must visit the Office of Disabled Student Support Services (770-423-
6443) and arrange an individual assistance plan.  In some cases, certification of disability is 
required.  
 
 

COURSE GOALS & OBJECTIVES 

Student Learning Outcomes  
 
4ÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓȭ ÁÔÔÁÉÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ɉGSLO) and specific 
(SSLO) student learning outcomes of the B.A. in Modern Language & Culture (ML&C): 
 
GSLO ML&C 1.a.: Demonstrating Language Proficiency . 
Candidates demonstrate a high level of proficiency in the target language, and they seek opportunities 
to strengthen their proficiency. (Skills)  
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SSLO ML&C 1.1.a.: Interpersonal Communication (Speaking )* 
Á Candidates speak at the advanced-low level on the ACTFL scale; they participate actively in 

most informal and some formal conversations dealing with topics related to school, home, and 
leisure activities, and to a lesser degree, those related to events of work, current, public, and 
personal interest; they narrate and describe in present, past, and future time frames, but 
control of aspect may be lacking at times; they combine and link sentences into connected 
discourse of paragraph length; they handle appropriately a routine situation or familiar 
communicative task that presents a complication or unexpected turn of events; they are 
understood by native speakers unaccustomed to dealing with non-natives, even though this 
may be achieved only through repetition and restatement. (Skills)  

 
*See www.actfl.org for the complete scale: Proficiency GuidelinesɂSpeaking (Revised 1999) 

 

To meet this program outcome, candidates will participate in class discussions, explain 
grammar & linguistics, practice oral summaries, give short talks, present oral arguments, and 
perform a variety of other advanced communicative tasks. 

Assessment: In-class evaluation of speaking activities. Summative evaluation using 
departmental 4000-level Speaking Assessment Instrument (Interpersonal Communication) 

 
SSLO ML&C 1.2.a.: Interpretive Communication (Listening & Reading)  
Á As listeners, candidates move beyond literal comprehension, infer the meaning of unfamiliar 

wordÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÈÒÁÓÅÓ ÉÎ ÎÅ× ÃÏÎÔÅØÔÓȟ ÉÎÆÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÆÆÅÒ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ 
interpretation of the message (Skills)  

 

To meet this program outcome, candidates will engage in various listening activities based on 
pedagogical as well as authentic audiovisual material designed for a variety of audiences: 
grammar explanations, class discussions, presentations by classmates, TV commercials and 
news, etc.  

Assessment: Exams. 
 

SSLO ML&C 1.3.a.: Presentational Communication (Speaking)  
Á Candidates deliver oral presentations extemporaneously, without reading notes verbatim. 

Presentations consist of familiar literary and cultural topics and those of personal interest. 
They speak in connected discourse using a variety of time frames and vocabulary appropriate 
to the topic. They use extralinguistic devices to support audience comprehension (e.g. visuals). 
(Skills)  

 

To meet this program outcome, candidates will have many opportunities to speak 
extemporaneously on a variety of topics. For example: explain grammar, summarize 
information, give short talks, present oral arguments, etc. 

Assessment: Evaluation of speaking assignments, using 4000-level department rubric 
(Presentational Communication) 

 
SSLO ML&C 1.5.a.: Dispositions for Acquiring Proficiency  
Á Candidates maintain and enhance their proficiency by interacting in the target language 

outside of the classroom, reading and using technology to access target-language communities. 
(Attitudes)  

 

http://www.actfl.org/
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To meet this program outcome, candidates will complete assignments that require reading as 
well as listening and using technology. 

Assessment: Evaluation of assignments based on quantity of activities completed and self-
reflection. 

 
GSLO ML&C 1.b.: Understanding Linguistics . 
Candidates know the linguistic elements of the target-language system, recognize the changing nature 
of language, and accommodate for gaps in their own knowledge of the target-language system by 
learning on their own. (Knowledge, Attitudes)  
 

SSLO ML&C 1.1.b.: Phonology  
Á Candidates identify phonemes and allophones of the target language. They understand the 

rules of the sound system of the target language. They diagnose their own target-language 
pronunciation difficulties. (Knowledge, Attitudes)  

 

To meet this program outcome, candidates will study phonemes, allophones, and phonological 
rules. They will also record their own speech, analyze their pronunciation, making a list of 
problematic allophones and writing a plan for remediation. 

Assessment: Exams, homework grade, and self-analysis 
 

SSLO ML&C 1.2.b.: Morphology  
Á Candidates identify morphemes (affixes and stems) in the target language and describe how 

they are put together to form words. They recognize the meaning of new words by using 
morphological clues (e.g. word families). (Knowledge)  

 

To meet this program outcome, candidates will study basic concepts in morphology and 
identify a variety of morphemes. 

Assessment: Exams. 
 

SSLO ML&C 1.3.b.: Syntax 
Á Candidates describe syntactic patterns of the target language, such as formation of simple 

sentences and questions, and contrast them with those of their native language. Candidates 
recognize key cohesive devices used in connected discourse (e.g. conjunctions, adverbs). 
(Knowledge)  

 

To meet this program outcome, candidates will learn to classify sentences according to 
syntactic patterns and study differences in syntactic patterns between English and the target 
language. 

Assessment: Exams, homework assignments. 
 

SSLO ML&C 1.4.b.: Semantics 
Á Candidates understand the inferred meaning of words and sentences as well as high-frequency 

idiomatic expressions. Candidates understand and identify semantic differences between their 
native languages and the target language. (Knowledge)  

 

To meet this program outcome, candidates will study basic concepts in semantics. 

Assessment: Exams. 
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SSLO ML&C 1.5.b.: Rules for word and sentence formation  
Á Candidates explain the rules that govern the formation of words and sentences such as those 

pertaining to the verbal system, agreement, use of pronouns, prepositions and postpositions, 
word order and interrogatives in terms of regularities and irregularities. They exemplify these 
rules with target-language examples. (Knowledge)  

 

To meet this program outcome, candidates will review major grammar rules. 

Assessment: Exams. 
 

SSLO ML&C 1.6.b.: Discourse, sociolinguistic, and pragmatic knowledge  
Á Candidates identify the pragmatic and sociolinguistic features (e.g. politeness conventions, 

formal/informal forms of address) of target-language discourse. They identify target-
language features for creating coherence in extended spoken and printed texts. 
(Knowledge)  

 

To meet this program outcome, candidates will listen to extended spoken texts & identify 
cohesive devices. 

Assessment: quiz. 
 

SSLO ML&C 1.7.b.: Changing nature of language 
Á Candidates identify key changes in the target language that have occurred over time (such as 

writing system, introduction of new words, spelling conventions, grammatical elements, etc.) 
They identify discrepancies that may exist between the target language of their instructional 
materials and contemporary usage. (Knowledge)  
 

To meet this program outcome, candidates will study foreign words that have been introduced 
into the target language and examine various stages of morpho-phonological adaptations. 

Assessment: Exams. 
 
GSLO ML&C 1.c.: Identifying Language Comparisons . 
Candidates know the similarities and differences between the target language and other languages, 
identify the key differences in varieties of the target language, and seek opportunities to learn about 
varieties of the target language on their own. (Knowledge, Attitudes)  
 

SSLO ML&C 1.1.c.: Comparisons between target and other languages  
Á Candidates identify key differences between the target and other languages. (Knowledge)  

 

To help candidates make progress toward this program outcome, they will study some 
differences among various languages. 

Assessment: Exams. 
 

SSLO ML&C 1.2.c.: Sociolinguistic variation  
Á Candidates identify key features of varieties of the target language in terms of gender and 

dialectical differences. (Knowledge)  
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To meet this program outcome, candidates will discuss reading assignments about language 
variation.  

Assessment: Exams. 
 

SSLO ML&C 1.3.c.: Dispositions for learning about target -language varieties  
Á Candidates learn about target-language varieties through interaction with native speakers 

outside of class and by accessing authentic target-language samples through a variety of means 
such as technology. (Attitudes)  

 

To meet this program outcome, candidates compile an annotated resource bibliography 
(newspapers, magazines, etc.) 

Assessment: Annotated resource bibliography. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE & GENERAL EXPECTATIONS:  

 Regular attendance in this course is expected.  Student should come to class prepared and ready to 
participate actively in the activities and discussions. 

 If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to find out what the assignment was for that 
day and to turn your homework in on time.  

 Classes will start on time.  If for some reason you find it necessary to arrive late, you will be 
responsible for all information, including announcements about changes in the syllabus, etc.  

 All assignments are to be finished by the time class begins.  No late homework will be accepted. 
 No make-ups of any kind will be given.  Emergencies will be handled on an individual basis. 
 There will be no "extra-credit" assignments. 
 Please note that, as in the past, we will have a special event this semester (attendance required): 
ü French Cocktail Party ( mardi  11 novembre, 16hɂ18h,  Student Center, University 

Rooms A, B, &C) 
 Please remember to turn off  your cellular phone before class. 

 
 
ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Mid-term exam 25%   
Assignments (in-class & homework): 20 % 
Quizzes: 10% 
Final exam: 25% 
Project (Research 10 %; Presentation 10%): 20% 

 
     (A: 90-100%, B: 80-89%, C: 70-79%, D: 60-69%, F: < 60%) 
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TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE 
French 4456ɂFall 2008  

(Subject to change) 
 
 
Août  

LINGUISTIQUE ɂ UNE INTRODUCTION 
 
Lundi 18  Introduction du cours ; Chapitre 1 
 
Mercredi 20  Chapitre 1 (activités) ; Chapitre 2 
 
Lundi 25  Chapitre 2 (activités) ; Chapitre 3 
 

PHONETIQUE ɂ PHONOLOGIE 
 
Mercredi 27  Chapitre 3 (activités) ; Chapitre 4 & 5 
 
 
Septembre 
Lundi 1er   Pas de cours (Fête du travail)  
 
Mercredi 3   Chapitre 4 & 5 (activités) ; Chapitre 5 & 6 
 
Lundi 8  Chapitre 5 & 6 (activités) ; Chapitre 7 
 
Mercredi 10  Chapitre 7 (activités) ; Chapitre 8 & 9 
 
Lundi 15  Chapitre 8 & 9 (activités) ; Chapitre 10 & 11 
 
Mercredi 17  Chapitre 10 & 11 (activités) ; Chapitre 12 
 
Lundi 22  Chapitre 12 (activités) ; Chapitre 13 & 14 
 
Mercredi 24  Chapitre 13 & 14 (activités) ; Révision 1ɂ6 
 
Vendredi  26   Journée européenne des langues 
   http://www.coe.int/edl  
 
Lundi 29  Révision 7ɂ14 
 
Octobre 
Mercredi 1er  Partiel (Examen de  la mi -semestre)  
 
Lundi 6   Chapitre 15 & 16 
 
Mercredi 8  Chapitre 15 & 16 (activités) ; Chapitre 16 & 17 
 

LAST DAY TO DROP WITHOUT ACADEMIC PENALTY:  Vendredi 10  octobre  
 
Lundi 13  Chapitre 16 & 17 (activités) ; Chapitre 18 & 19 

http://www.coe.int/edl
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SYNTAXE 
 
Mercredi 15  Chapitre 18 & 19 (activités) ; Chapitre 19 & 20 
 
Lundi 20  Chapitre 19 & 20 (activités) ; Chapitre 20 & 21 
 
Mercredi 22  Chapitre 20 & 21 (activités) ; Chapitre 22 & 23 
 
Lundi 27  Pas de cours (Travail indépendant sur le projet de recherche) 
 

SEMANTIQUE 
 
Mercredi 29  Chapitre 22 & 23 (activités) ; Chapitre 24 
 
 
Novembre  
Lundi 3  Chapitre 24 (activités) ; Chapitre 25 
 
5-11  Semaine du français.   
  Activités culturelles françaises et francophones à KSU.  
 
Mercredi 5  Chapitre 25 (activités) ; Chapitre 26 
 
Lundi 10  Chapitre 26 (activités) ; Chapitre 27 [Travailler sur la présentation orale] 
 
Mardi  11  French Cocktail Party (Attendance required)  
   University Rooms A, B, & C.  16hɂ18h 

 
SOCIOLINGUISTIQUE 

 
Mercredi 12  Chapitre 27 (activités) ; Chapitre 28 
 
Lundi 17  Chapitre 28 (activités) ; Chapitre 29 
 
Mercredi 19  Chapitre 29 (activités) 
 
Lundi 24  Révisions 
 
26-30 Novembre :  6ÁÃÁÎÃÅÓ ÄȭÁÕÔÏÍÎÅ 
 
 
Décembre 
Lundi 1er   Présentations 
 
Mercredi 3  Présentations 
 

Lundi  8 décembre  : EXAMEN FINAL  6:30ɂ8:30 p.m.  SO 3032 

 
 


