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ITAL 4490 — Culture and Literature

NOIR & GOTHIC, ITALIAN STYLE
Fall 2008

INSTRUCTOR & COURSE INFORMATION:
Instructor: Dr. Federica Santini

Day/Time: M,W 12:30-1:45

Classroom: EB 274

Office Location: PS 249

Office Hours: by appointment

E-mail: fsantini@kennesaw.edu

Phone: 678.797.2381

CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

ITAL 4490 - Special Topics in Italian. Prerequisite: No prerequisites; for students taking this
course as part of the Minor in Italian Studies: ITAL 2002 or permission of instructor. Special
topics relevant to the study of Italian Society.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

ITAL 4490 — Culture and Literature. Noir and Gothic, Italian Style. This course will explore the
underside of modern and contemporary Italian literature and culture, investigating the underlying
reasons for dark and deviant themes to persist in a culture normally perceived as solar and
positive. From the graveyard wanderings of the poets of the Italian Romantic period to the
ghostly ladies who haunt the short stories of the Scapigliatura, up to the shady characters of
Pasolini's films and to the contemporary horrors depicted by novelists such as Ammanniti,
students will come in contact with a rarely explored aspect of Italian literature and culture
through the analysis and interactive discussion of a variety of texts, visuals, and films. Readings
and discussions in Italian and/or English.

REQUIRED MATERIALS:
ITAL 4490 Reader, available at the KSU Bookstore.
Additional texts will be posted on WebCT-Vista or provided in class by the instructor.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

To acquire familiarity with modern and contemporary Italian literature and culture by reading and
discussing a series of fundamental texts of all genres; to earn a functional understanding of the
complex social, political, religious, and economic forces that interact to shape the Italian society; to
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develop an ability to critically analyze both primary and secondary sources. For students electing the
Italian option, the following objectives will be also pursued: to work on reading and writing in
Italian; to acquire further clarity in comprehension and in written expression; to enhance
knowledge of Italian culture and society by reading excerpts of some representative works in
Italian and discussing their contents in context.

TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE (Subject to change as necessary):
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Introduction. Noir and Gothic. History, Cultural
Context, Society.

What is Gothic.
A strange couple: the Mediterranean and Gothic
literature.

Read Walpole’s excerpts, p. 7
(introduction) and p. 21-43 by
Aug. 27

Origins of Gothic Literature: Horace Walpole’s
The Castle of Otranto

Gothic Novels: discussion and images

Mon. Sep. 1:
Labor Day, NO CLASS

Read Foscolo, p. 118-140
(Jacopo Ortis) by Sep. 10

Love and Death: Italian Romanticism

Ugo Foscolo: Last Letters of Jacopo Ortis

Italy’s Jacopo vs. Germany’s Werther. Discussion

Read Foscolo, p. 145-153 (Of
Tombs) by Sep. 17

Ugo Foscolo: Of Tombs

Discussion of sepulchral poetry

QUIZ 1

Paper 1 ASSIGNED

What is Noir.
Another strange couple: Italy and Noir.

Top of the world:
FILM: WHITE HEAT, by Raoul Walsh (1949)

Film discussion, and introduction to the noir genre

Read ONE of Verga’s stories by
Oct. 6

The Italian connection, and a step back: Giovanni
Verga’s brigands and misfits

Group discussion of Verga’s stories
Verga’s background: Italian horror during
“Scapigliatura”

Oct. 10: Last Day to Withdraw
Without Academic Penalty

Read Pirandello’s The Captive, p.
125-155, by Oct. 20




Luigi Pirandello’s twisted society

Introuction: The Captive

Pirandello, The Captive, discussion

QuUIZ 2 Paper 2 ASSIGNED

A Violent Life: Introduction to Pier Paolo Pasolini

Noir made in Italy: Read Pasolini, A Violent Life, p.

FILM: THE GRIM REAPER, by Bernardo 273-288 (end of first par.) by

Bertolucci (1962) Nov. 5

Pasolini: film discussion and introduction to A

Violent Life

Discussion: A Violent Life, 1% part Read Pasolini, A Violent Life, p.
288-320 by Nov. 12

Pasolini, continued

Discussion: A Violent Life, 2" part Read Buzzati, The Colomber or
The Bogeyman, by Nov. 19

A Gothic twist in contemporary Italy: Dino A special evening event during

Buzzati which students will watch the
film “I’M NOT SCARED”
(from Ammaniti’s novel), will
be held this week.

Discussion: Buzzati’s stories Discuss final project with the

Neo-Noir: Niccolo Ammaniti instructor

Read Ammaniti, p. 23-52, by
Dec. 1

Discussion: Niccolo Ammaniti( * m n ot
book excerpts and film)

Nov. 26-30:
Fall Break - NO CLASSES

PRESENTATIONS and Ammaniti discussion

PRESENTATIONS and course conclusions

FINAL COURSE GRADE for Italian 4490 will be determined as follows:

Two quizzes @ 10% each 20%
One Oral presentation 20%
One Final Project 25%
Two brief (3 pages) papers @ 10% each 20%
(1 page for Italian Option)

Attendance and reading assignments 15%
Total: 100%

Grading Scale: 100-90% = A; 89-80% = B; 79-70% = C; 69-60% = D; 59 and below = F
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Every KSU student is responsible for upholding the provisions of the Student Code of Conduct,
as published in the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs. Section Il of the Student Code of
Conduct addresses the University’s policy on academic honesty, including provisions regarding
plagiarism and cheating, unauthorized access to University materials,
misrepresentation/falsification of University records or academic work, malicious removal,
retention, or destruction of library materials, malicious/intentional misuse of computer facilities
and/or services, and misuse of student identification cards. Incidents of alleged academic
misconduct will be handled through the established procedures of the University Judiciary
Program, which includes either an “informal” resolution by a faculty member, resulting in a
grade adjustment, or a formal hearing procedure, which may subject a student to the Code of
Conduct’s minimum one semester suspension requirement.

DISABILITY POLICY:

Kennesaw State University provides program accessibility and reasonable accommodations for
persons identified as disabled under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. A number of services are available to help the
disabled. Students must visit the office of Disabled Student Support Services (770-423-6443)
and arrange an individual assistance plan. In some cases, certification of disability is required.

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS:

Students are expected to attend all classes, to arrive on time and to remain in class for the entire
one hour and fifteen minutes. There are no “excused” absences; for each absence in excess of
two, three points will be deducted from the student’s attendance and assignments grade. In other
words, a student may miss two class meetings without penalty. If a student is habitually late, the
instructor reserves the right to determine if a tardy constitutes an absence.

Classes will start on time. If a student is absent or late, she/he is responsible for all assignments
and other announcements made during the class meeting.

Students are expected to study and review at home as part of their daily preparation. Each
reading assignment will be presented in class and then discussed. Active participation in the
discussions is expected.

All assignments, whether written or oral, are to be finished by the time class begins. No late
homework will be accepted. Emergencies will be handled on an individual basis.

No make-up tests or assignments will be given. A grade of “0” will be assigned for all work not
turned in or any quizzes/exams not taken. Emergencies will be handled on an individual basis.
Written assignments must be a minimum of three pages, double-spaced and typed (one page for
Italian option).

Please turn OFF all cell phones, beepers, pagers and any other potentially disruptive noise
makers during class time.

The presentation and final project topics will be chosen by the students and approved by the
instructor. The required length of each presentation will be 10 minutes (6-8 minutes for Italian
option).
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