HISTORY 3376 d HISTORIOGRAPHICAL DEBATES
Kennesaw State University Department of History
Fall Semester 2008

Clio, the muse of history, posing in Jan Vermihe Art of Pairgi(i6667)

Professor Paul M. Dover

Office: Social Science Building 4108

Telephone: 770-432-6728

E-mail: pdover@kennesaw.edu

Office hours: TTh 8-9:30, F 9-11, or by appointment

Course Description:

This course is the second in a sequenteoofourses required of history majors,
following HIST 2270 (Introduction to Themes in History), designed to expose students to
the basic principles of the discipline of history. Whereas HIST 2270tedaghliarize
students with the tools employed by historians in making sense of the past, this course
focuses on how and why historians, in employing those tools, come to depict and explain the
past differentlyStudents will see that history is veryhmarc ongoing conversation, the
grounds of which change over time, and accorditing flsedominant social, cultural and
intellectual influences. It is hoped that this course will foster an appreciation for history as
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contested territory, and that studemils acquire an awareness of the sorts of issues that
prompt disagreement and debate among histd?iaase note thateéach this course with
a viewto preparing students for tbempletion of the Senior Seminar.

This course is in three parts. In tistfsegment, we will read from the Greek
foundersof history, Herodotus and Thucydides, both bec#usstary students should be
aware of their writisgand because they offer opportunities to exaimenkeasic principles
of historical writing. Studgrthe origins of history allows us to understand better the forms
it would later take and the subsequent foundations for historical debate.

In the second part of the course, we will examine diffeneitpods to
reconstructing the past @arly modern Eur@p This area of historical studies has seen the
development of a variety of philosophical and methodological approaches to understanding
the period, resulting in very different types of histories. We will sample four representative
works, offering our oweritiques of these approaches.

In the final portion of the semester, we will focus on one historiographical debate,
the ongoing discussioaver why the Holocaust happened in Germanuer the Nazis
This historical problem has been the subject of a lagye db writing, and has also
prompted considable disagreement. Ttiéferences of scholarly opinion in this emotive
field have been rooted in process and interpretation but also in personality and
temperament. We will see that these disagreementsorae feite contentious indeed.

In the end this is not a content course. If you retain information garnered from the
texts that we read, that is great, but my foremost concern is process. My wish is that students
emerging from this course will have a greateitivity for history as a discipline of fluidity
and debate. | hope that students will be comfortable in analyzing and critiquing historical
writing and the methods by whichsitomposedIn sum, | hope to help make you
sensitive and critical readers of history.

Pursuant to this desire, | hope that at the end of the sestedézits will be able to
consider thougfully the following questions:

@)

Why do historians explain and describe historical events and episodes very
differently?

How does the chaécof sources impact the histories historians tell?

To what extent is it permissible to read into sources?

What is the role of narrative in history?

In what ways is the writing of history shaped by external and individual
social, political and cultural fes€

G @ G G

Course Format:

This course is a seminar, focused on discussion and Sefmaters do not work if
students are not prepared to discuss the common rdadilhgsver give formal lectures.
One four occasions throughout the course of the semesteil| gonduct symposia
addressing specific topics regarding our reathiege will be more formal settings where |
expect that the course of discussion will be stddean.

| will be conducting these seminars under the assumption that for 2 Yatiours e
week, gu are my historian colleagues receiving training in the discipline. | certainly intend to
test your knowledge and preparation regularly, but the bulk of time we spend together |
expect to be devoted to friendly and relaxed but serious comversat
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| concede that thisourse requires a large amount of reading, but then again
historians do a large amount of reading almost every day.

WEB CT-VISTA:

This course is supported by WEBTBTA, and students should consult VISTA regularly.
Thissyllabst i s avail abl e at &dildigonatreadingsand s VI STA s
assignment guidelin®sease access the material there and print it out for your own use.

will also post your grades on VISTA, and will occasionally solicit your participation in

discussion forumBrom time to timel, will post additional materials of interest to the class

on the site. Will announce whenedo this in class, but please also check the class VISTA

site regularly. If you are not familiar with the VISTA course emna@aigorogram, please

spend some time getting to know it.

VISTA may be accessedhtip://vista.kennesaw.edu

Texts:

All of the texts below are available for purchase at the KSU Bookstore. | recognize that this
is a long list, but | have ordered only paperbacks and have asked the Bookstore to order
used books. Please let me know if any of these books is unavailable or the supply runs out.

M. Finley, edThe Portable Greek Hist@Pianguin, ISBN 014015065x)

F. BraudelThe Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in the, Agguoh@Hhilip 11

(University of California, ISBN 0520203089)

C. GinzburgThe Cheese and the Wohms Hopkins, ISBN 0801843871)

N. Zemon DavisThe Return of Martin G(ldamvad, ISBN 0674766911)

J. Brownjmmodest Acts: The Life of Lesbian Nun in RendiS2INd1Ral42255)

D. GoldhagerHii t | er 6s Wil |l ing Execut i(MintagerISBN Or di nar
0679772685)

C. BrowningQrdinary Men: Rserve Patiakon 101 and the Final S@Harper Perennial,

ISBN 0060995068)

G.AlyHi t |l er s Beneficiaries: HKHolwisBNr , Raci al V
0805087265)

Required Work:

NB There are no examinations in this course.

Attendance: Full attendance is expected in this codirsae the weighting placed on

participation below. Excused absences are granted only for family and medical emergencies
and appropriate documentation will be requimegstudent who exceeds four

unexcused absences in the course of the semester will have a full letter grade

deducted from her or his final grade. You are expected to arrive on time; if you are more

than 15 minutes late, | will consider you absent. If you arrive late, please sit in empty seats
close totie door. Do not wander in and out of class; unless you have a compelling health
reason, use the restrobeforeclass.
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Participation in Class Discussions and Symposia (25%): As this is a seminar course, it is
essential that you are prepared to partdipakaily discussions and in the 4 symposia that

we will hold in the course of the semester. A student who shows up regularly, but who is
consistently unprepared and/or unwilling to participate will receive a D for this grade. Good
participation does natean always having the right answer, but it does mean being
prepared, curious and willing to ask questions and engage colleagues.

Leadership of seminars and oral reports (10%): On a few occasions throughout the
course of the semester, | will ask eaclestualone or in conjunction with another student,
either to take leadership of seminar discussion or to give oral presentations on material
pertinent to the topic of discussion. All students will be asked to do these.

Analysis paper (15%): A 3-4-page pagr (due 9/11n hard copy andww.turnitin.con®
see belojvin which you contrast the historical approaches of Herodotus and Thucydides.

2 Historiographical Exercises (20%): These two reasonably short assignmelhtequire

that you engage the historiography of particular themes and episodes that have been
contested by historians. Further details on these assignments will be made available closer to
the due dates.

Final paper (25%): You will choose one of théles listed below and then write a review

essay (due 12/2 in hard copy angvatv.turnitin.con® see below) in which you discuss the
book in relation to the works of Browning, Goldhagen and Aly that we haveareladsas

You will be asked to contrast and compare the themes, method and interpretations of the
book that you read in conjunction with those of the three assigned texts. Further details will
be provided closer to the due date, but you are welcomeifg idrmttext as soon as you

wish. The list of titles follows:

Raul HilbergThe Destruction of the European Jews

Karl Schleune3he Twisted Road to Auschwitz: Nazi Policy Toward German Jews,
19331939

Lucy S. DawidowicThe War Against the Jews19433

Henry FriedlandeThe Origins of Nazi Genocide: From Euthanasia to the Final Solution
Saul Friedlandedazi Germany and the Jews

David BankielThe Germans and the Final Solution: Public Opinion under Nazism

John Weissdeology of Death: Why lteatii Happened in Germany

Robert WistrichHitler and the Holocaust

Robert GellatelyBacking Hitler: Consent and Coercion in Nazi Germany

lan Kershawtlitler, the Germans, and the Final Solution

Jeffrey HerfThe Jewish Enemy: Nazi Propaganda ldiuvifagy Wand the Holocaust
Christopher Browning,he Origins of the Final Solution: the evolution of Nazi Jewish Policy,
September 1:888ch 1942

Christopher BrowningNazi Policy, Jewish Workers, German Killers

Omer BartovGer many 6 s WatrDisputed Hidtohes Hol oc au

Claudia KoonZThe Nazi Conscience

Michael Thad Allehe Business of Genocide: the SS, Slave Labor and the Concentration Camps
Rita BotwinickA History of the Holocaust: from Ideologydatoh

Wolfgang BenZ he HolocaustGerman Historian Examines the Genocide
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Jost DulfferNazi Germany 198345: Faith and Annihilation

Michael Berkowitd,he Crime of My Very Existence: Nazism and the Myth of Jewish Criminality
Philippe BurinNazi Antisemitism: from Prejudice tothesiol

Doris BergeriWar and Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust

Deborah Dwork and Robert Jan Van Hélg Holocaust: a History

Sarah Ann Gordomji t | er , Germans and the o0Jewish Ques
Robert Shandleynwilling Germans?: The Goldhagen Debate

Max Weinreicltlli t | er 6s Professors: the Part of Schol
People

Other considerations regarding required work:

Q)

The courseds gr adi nglo0sA;30-89naB 70-719sC;@-s f ol | ows
69=D; <59=F.

| do not accepextracredit assignments.

Mi ssed exams wi | 4upekaes wilrba affered ordysn cas€s @f. Ma k e
documented family or medical emergency.

The two papers must be submittedow.turnitin.comlif you donot have an

account there, please set one up immediately. Once there, you can access this course.
The course title is HIST 3376 MHistoriographynd the class ID 2339568The

enroll ment password is O0OBraudelill6 Papers
receivebotha hard copy in class on the due datian electronic copy on turnitin

with a timestamp before the due date.

Assignmentare due in class on the day indicated. Late work will be pdrfalized

letter grade for each day it is late.Wttmat is a week or more late will not be

accepted.

Completion o#&llthe assignments is requiredrter to pass the course.

INC is granted only in cases of dire personal and family emergencies. In all cases, the
student must be carrying a grade of idgbrer at the time of the request.

@ G

Q)

Q)

) G

Accommodations for Disabled Students:

A number of services are available to aid disabled students with their academic work. In
order to make arrangements for such services, students should visit the Office of Disabled
Sudent Support Services (Student Center 286A) and arrange an individual assistance plan.
This must be done at the very beginning of the semester in order for proper
accommodations to be made. Please note that appropriate documentation will be required.

Academic Inteqrity:

Research has indicated tha6@®% of American college students reported cheating on
examinations in college. Over half of the students who reported cheating in college were
repeat offenders who used a variety of nefarious technigak®t@ their objective. While
weassume the best of all studentsare alswell aware of these realities.

Please read the statement on Academic Honesty in the Kennesaw State University
Undergraduate Catalog on pagesi2&¥ery KSU student is respbiesfor upholding the
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provisions of the Student Code of Conduct, as published in the Undergraduate and
Graduate Catalogs. Section Il of the Student
policy on academic honesty, including provisions regardiaggmtagnd cheating,

unauthorized access to University materials, misrepresentation/falsification of University

records or academic work, malicious removal, retention, or destruction of library materials,
malicious/intentional misuse of computer facibmelor services, and misuse of student

identification cards. Incidents of alleged academic misconduct will be handled through the
established procedures of the University Judiciary Program, which includes either an
oinformal é6 r es ol utesulinginlaygrada adfusinent,lotayornrale mb e r
hearing procedure, which may subject a stude
semester suspension requirement.

We take instances$plagiarism very seriouslywdhave questions about the integrity of
your workwewill ask to meet with you. If outstanding questions rewewill adhere to
the policies abovBlease note: the penalty for cheating and/or plagiarism in this
course is a failing grade for the semester. | will report all incidents of plagiarism to

the Office of Student Affairs, and the incident will become part of your official

record.

Student Deportment:

In striving to create a scholarly, collegial and efficient classroom environment for my
students, | cannot and will not tolerate amtkobnoxious behavior such as talking, use of

cell phones, pagers and Blackberries, reading of extraneous material such as newspapers,
sleeping, and other antisocial activRiesise also consult the guidelines for the use of
electronic devices bel@Mat tip to Dr John Fowler for this language)

Electronic Devices in Class:

Tape recording of class sessions is permitted, but beepers and cell phones are to be turned
off in class. Devices that ring or beep in class will be run through the department paper
shredded no joke. If these devices are needed for emergency use, please let the instructors
know before class and set them to silent or pdsenayuse laptop computers during

class timebut under no circumstances use them to sevail econsult FEbook, check

box scores, gamble, or set up dates. If | find you using them for @eholany purposes,

you will have your right to use them in class rescinded.

Class, Reading & Assignment Schedule:

Please note: this schedule is sutgjehange, dt h e i n discretiort. Studends sire
responsible for keeping abreast of announced changes in the class and assignment schedule.

Date Subject Reading/Written work/Comments
8/19 Introduction &

Introductions
8721 The Greeks Herodotus, from Books I&I(GH, 27-81)
8/26 The Greeks Herodotus, fronBook VII (GH, 81157)
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8/28 The Greeks Herodotus, from Book VIIIGH, 157215)
9/2 The Greeks Thucydides, from Book GH, 217265)
9/4 The Greeks Thucydides, from Book lIGH, 265290)
9/9 History in the Dock:
What sort of history did
the Greeks invent?
9/11 The Annales Schqol | TheMediterranedB853, 103138
Social Histong Early | **PAPER DUE**
Modern History
9/16 NO CLASS
9/18 NO CLASS
9/23 Braudel | The Mediterran@a1275, 31325
9/25 Braudel 1l The Mediterran&&i3394
9/30 Ginzburg | The Cheese and the Wiefths
10/2 Ginzburg I The Cheese and the \B2a#8
10/7 History in the Dock:
Macrohistory and
Microhistory; Agency
andHistoricalChange
1079 Davis | The Return of MaGuerrd-61
*HISTORIOGRAPHICAL EXERCISE DUE**
10/14 | Davis I The Return of Martin GUE#H&5
10/16 | Davis Debate American Historical R&arwn onThe Return of Ma
GuerréAmerican Historical Revi@wd3, No. 3 (June
1988), 55803: acess via JSTOR)
10/21 | Brown | Immodest AG99
10/23 | Brown |l Immodest Act60164
10/28 | History in the Dock:
How dohistoriansise
sources to reconstruct
the past?
10730 | Browning | Ordinary Mexv-77
11/4 Browning Il Ordinary Me8189
*H|STORIOGRAPHICAL EXERCISE DUE*
11/6 Goldhagen | Hitl erds WjH128i ng Execu
11/11 | Goldhagen II Hi tl erds Wj1B®280ng Execu
11/13 | Goldhagen lli Hi tl erds Wjd4l@48lng Execu
11/18 | Goldhagen Reception |Hi t | er 6 s n&s}b634a66;0rginaky Meb@lu
223; Ruth Bettina Birn
(Historical Journabl. 40, No. 1 (March 1997), 195
215: access via JSTOR)
11/20 | Aly | Hi tl er 6s-18eneficiari es
11725 | Aly I Hi t | er 6s135B®neficiari es
1272 History in the Dock: *EFINAL PAPER DUE**

Why did the Holocaust
happen?
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