Sample Syllabus

GWST 3010 Queer Theory & Sexuality
Syllabus

Fall 2007

Instructor Information:

Reta Ugena Whitlock

Office: Kennesaw Hall 2310

Email: Rwhitlo3@kennesaw.edu

Phone: 678-797-2249

Meeting Information:

Place: XXXX

Time: XXXX

Catalog Description: Queer Theory & Sexuality is an interdisciplinary course that considers the global emergence and significance of theories and practices that 1) refute and destabilize the notion of an essential, normative sexuality and gender and 2) suggest that sexuality is fluid and varied and is constructed by social, political, and economics factors. The course surveys a broad array of scholarship and other forms of print and non-print media and explores a range of topics that might broadly be identified as 1) practices, identities, and communities; 2) the cultural construction of gender and sexuality; 3) sexual citizenship and the nation-state. Prereq. ENGL 1102.
Course Objectives: In the attempt to make the course material more accessible to the student, scholarship and theory are paired with real world contexts of application and exemplification through various genres and media. The objectives of the course are as follows:

· Students will investigate queer theory and the experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and other queer formations as addressed in a variety of texts, including primary material from popular culture and lived experiences.

· Students will explore how queer sexual identities intersect with race, class, gender, ethnicity, age, and ability. Areas of inquiry will include place, identity, family, media representation, heterosexism and LGBT social movements.

· Students will demonstrate critical and scholarly thinking, writing, and discussion by actively engaging with the material and critiquing commonly held assumptions, as well as academic theories about, queerness, sexuality, and LGBT people. They will be encouraged to contextualize their scholarship through illustrations, examples, and applications from primary sources and popular culture. 
· Students will acquire skills and concepts for examining current social issues around heterosexuality, homosexuality, and transgender identities in the context of academic research.  
Required Texts:

· Wilchins, R. (2004). Queer theory gender theory. Los Angeles: Alyson Books. 

OR
· Jagose, Annamarie. (1996). Queer Theory: An Introduction. NY: New York University Press. 
· Valocchi, S. & Corber, R. (Eds.). (2003). Queer Studies: An Interdisciplinary Reader. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers. 
· Selected Articles, fiction and non-fiction selections
Films: 

· Queer as Folk, episode 1
· The “L” Word, episode 1
· Hedwig and the Angry Inch (2001)
· Transamerica (2006)
· The Celluloid Closet (1995)
· The Incredibly True Adventures of Two Girls in Love (1995)
· Parting Glances (1986)
Course Requirements:
Assessment:

1. Attendance and Participation (In-Class Activities): (10%) This course is designed to encourage dialogue; therefore, your attendance, preparedness, and participation are essential. Constructive dialogue requires preparing for class, respectfully joining in discussions, and courteously listening to others. Students are expected to come to class regularly and on time. You are responsible for any material missed because of absences. Get emails and phone numbers of a few other students in the class, and if you miss a class, ask them to review what was covered. (Please do not ask the professor what was covered or if we did/will do anything important on a given day.) Because I expect you to attend all class meetings and engage with the reading assignments through discussion, I am including an attendance/participation grade. 
You may miss two classes without penalty. This is more than generous, as two classes make up an entire week of the semester. After two classes—includes excused absences—your attendance/participation grade will drop with every class you miss. If you must be absent, I expect you to inform me via email prior to the class you will miss. 
In-Class Activities: These activities will allow us to explore primary material from popular culture and lived experience. For example, you may be asked to find an article or advertisement in a magazine or newspaper that illustrates connections between the theory we will have read and sexuality as portrayed in the media that you encounter every day. Other activities might include examining television programming, including series episodes and commercials, to explore concepts of sexual identities that are openly visible for public consumption. Finally, in-class activities might include locating LGBTIQ organizations and interest groups on the web and compiling an annotated webliography describing what kinds of resources they offer. 
2. Two (2) in-class quizzes: (20% each) These short answer quizzes are not cumulative and will cover only material addressed in class. If you will require a make-up, you must inform me at least 24 hours prior to the exam to make accommodations. 
3. Three two-page response essays: (10% each) These response papers are intended to give you the opportunity to reflect on and respond to the material covered throughout the course. Along with your reading and participating in class discussions, reflection is another way for you to engage with the material. On the days when response papers are due, we will hold round table discussions in which you present your paper to the group. 
4. Research Project on Sexuality Studies/Queer Theory & Sexuality: (20%) Drawing on classroom discussions, presentations, required readings, and individual interests, you will formulate a research project in some area relative to the course. The possibilities for topics are broad and should be explored widely in the early days of the semester. However, final topic selection must exhibit a clear focus and/or direction and must receive the instructor’s approval by the date indicated on the syllabus. 
You may choose from the following formats for your project: 

A. Research Paper: Papers must follow APA guidelines.  Length of the paper is 6-8 pages, double spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font or 11-point Ariel or Courier font.
B. PowerPoint Presentation: Must be research-based and follow APA guidelines; minimum of 20 slides that develop your topic.

C. Annotated Bibliography: Must represent both classic and current research and primary sources on queer theory and sexuality. May include a balance of scholarly work and popular culture sources, fiction, etc. 
Standards for written work: 

        
When submitting work, please remember the following:

•
secure single sheets of paper—DO NOT dog ear or turn in loose sheets!!!

•
type/word process all assignments 

•
no report covers or plastic sleeves

•
along with your name, please include the date and course # on work

ALL WORK SHOULD BE EDITED WELL.  ANY WORK WHICH DOES NOT MEET PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS MAY HAVE POINTS DEDUCTED.

Writing Center: You should be aware of a writing center on campus. It is located in Humanities 242 and is open seven days a week. To schedule an appointment, you can visit their website at http://www.kennesaw.edu/english/WritingCenter/index.shtml or call them at 770-423-6380. 

Other Expectations: 
· Respect each other; demonstrate respect by being open to the opinions of others, particularly those opinions not in accordance with your own. Listen when others are speaking, and refrain from causing disturbances or distractions. I expect a professional level of maturity from my students. 

· Present your own thoughts and opinions in a mature, thoughtful way during class and group discussions. 

· Arrive to class on time and remain for the entire session. Tardiness is considered a lack of respect, and when you are late, you will miss something. 

· Silence cell phones and pagers. If I can refrain from making calls and texting messages during class, I expect you to as well. 

· Due to the sexual nature of the content of this course, it is intended for mature audiences. Yes, we will be discussing sexuality, thinking about this topic in ways that are perhaps new and different for you. The course content is drawn from bodies of scholarly work respected across the academic disciplines. While I do not expect you to accept or reject, agree or disagree with material as it is presented in class, I do expect you to engage with it as students and scholars.  

KSU’s Statement on Academic Integrity

Every KSU students is responsible for upholding the provisions of the Student Code of Conduct, as published in the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs.  Section II of the Student Code of Conduct addresses the University’s policy on academic honesty, including provisions regarding plagiarism and cheating, unauthorized access to University materials, misrepresentation and/or falsification of University records or academic work, malicious removal, retention, or destruction of library materials, malicious/intentional misuse of computer facilities and/or services, and misuse of student identification cards.  Incidents of alleged academic misconduct will be handled through the established procedures of the University Judiciary Program, which includes either and “informal” resolution by a faculty member, resulting in a grade adjustment, or a formal hearing procedure, which may subject a student to the Code of Conduct’s minimum one semester suspension requirement.

KSU’s Statement on Disruption on Campus Life
It is the purpose of the institution to provide a campus environment, which encourages academic accomplishment, personal growth, and a spirit of understanding and cooperation. An important part of maintaining such an environment is the commitment to protect the health and safety of every member of the campus community. Belligerent, abusive, profane, threatening and/or inappropriate behavior on the part of students is a violation of the Kennesaw State University Student Conduct Regulations. Students who are found guilty of such misconduct may be subject to immediate dismissal from the institution. In addition, these violations of state law may also be subject to criminal action beyond the University disciplinary process. 

KSU’s Diversity Statement

The KSU Population reflects differing backgrounds and experiences including but not limited to age, disability, ethnicity, family structure, gender, geographic region, language, race, religion, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic status. It is our goal to foster a community in which every human being is treated with dignity, respect, and justice. The KSU academic experience will provide the opportunity to gain knowledge and experiences necessary to thrive in a diverse, global environment. 

Tentative Course Schedule: Activities and Reading Assignments Still Under Construction!!
	Week 
	Date
	Topic
	Class Activity
	Reading Assignment

	Week 1
	Jan 10
	Foundations, Origins, and Formations: What is Queer Theory?
	Review syllabus, discuss course objectives; 
Assignment for next class
	To be determined

	
	Jan 12
	Feminist Theory Meets Queer Theory: Sex, Gender, and Other Preconceptions
	Expectations for the course (yours and mine); Discus assignment
	

	Week 2
	Jan 17
	Sexuality & Place: Heterosexuality, Homosexuality, and Home
	Response Essay 1
	

	
	Jan 19
	Sexuality & Place, Pt. 2:

Queerly Fundamental: Homosexuality and Religion
	
	

	Week 3
	Jan 24
	Queer Theory & Race: Queering the Color Line
	
	

	
	Jan 26
	Queer Theory & Race: Queering the Color Line, cont’d.
	Research Topic Conferences
	

	Week 4
	Jan 31
	Queer Theory  & Class
	
	

	
	Feb 2
	
	Quiz 1
	

	Week 5
	Feb 7, 9
	Identities: Performing Gender & Sexuality
	
	

	Week 6
	Feb 14
	Identities: Lesbian Identities: Butch/Femme, Drag and Lesbian Gender Role “Performances”
	
	

	
	Feb 16
	
	Response Essay 2
	

	Week 7
	Feb 21
	Straight with a Twist: Queer Theory and the Subject of Heterosexuality
	
	

	
	Feb 23
	Queer Theory and the Subject of Heterosexuality, cont’d.
	Research Conferences
	

	Week 8
	Feb 28
	Bisexual Identities
	
	

	
	March 2
	
	Quiz 2
	

	Spring Break
	March 7, 9
	Spring Break
	No Classes 
	(Mar 3-9)

	Week 9
	March 14
	Transgender/sexual Identities
	
	

	
	March 16
	Transgender Issues & Passing
	In-class Activity on Transgender
	

	Week 10
	March 21
	Guest Speaker: Rep from KSU’s LGBT Safespace Initiative
	
	

	
	March 23
	Collective Identities & Social Movements: Defining Community
	
	

	Week 11
	March 28
	CI & SM, cont’d: Aging, Queer Identity, and Community; Queer Identity and Sports
	
	

	
	March 30
	CI & SM, cont’d: Dis/ability & Community 
	Research Conferences
	

	Week 12
	April 4
	CI & SM, cont’d: Intersex & the Intersex Movement
	
	

	
	April 6
	CI & SM, cont’d: Political Identities and Movements: We’re here; we’re queer!
	Response Essay 3
	

	Week 13
	April 11
	Resisting Cultural & Physical Violence: Interpersonal Violence
	
	

	
	April 13
	Resisting Cultural & Physical Violence: Hate-induced Violence
	
	

	Week 14
	April 18
	Queer Cash: Commodification & Consumption of LGBTIQ People in the Mainstream: All the Rage
	
	

	
	April 20
	
	In-class Activity on Commercial Images
	

	Week 15
	April 25
	Re-thinking (queering) sex & gender
	
	

	
	April 27
	
	Begin Research Presentations
	

	Week 16
	April 30
	Last Day of Class
	Finish Research Presentations
	


Summary of Grading Percentages and Grading Scale

· Attendance and Participation: 10%

· Two in-class quizzes: 20% each

· Three 2-page response essays: 10% each

· Research Paper: 20%

A = 90-100

B = 80-89

C = 70-79

D = 60-69

F = 59 and below
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