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Kelly grew up in the city of Kennesaw and

spent almost two years in Kennesaw State's

admissions department before coming to

Coles College.  She graduated in 2020 with a

degree in history and can probably tell  you

more than you wanted to know about ancient

peoples and cultures.  When not in the office

Kelly enjoys reading,  writing,  and

card/board game nights with her family.

Kelly is also the proud mama to the world's

cutest turtle.  



Dr. Gala received an award for excellence from

BG Shawn Harris who was a guest speaker in her

class.
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Technology Usage and Consumer Buying Behavior in

the Banking Industry of an Emerging Market: Role of

Downtime

Going the extra mile: Teaching Innovations during

COVID Times

Factors influencing actual usage of fitness tracking

devices: Empirical evidence from the UTAUT model

Publications

Best paper award

in AMA Global

Marketing,

Greece, 2022

highlights

cONTINUED

hIGHLIGHTS

dR. gALA ALSO PARTICIPATED IN ams  WEBINAR AS A SPEAKER AND

PANALIEST
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Here's KSU at

SMA having a

mini get

together!
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" Members of the Professional Sales Team recently stepped into one of the" Members of the Professional Sales Team recently stepped into one of the
city’s fastest elevators with executives at TK Elevators to pitch their personalcity’s fastest elevators with executives at TK Elevators to pitch their personal

brands as part of an elevator pitch competition hosted at TKE’s Northbrands as part of an elevator pitch competition hosted at TKE’s North
American Headquarters in Atlanta. The friendly competition saw more than 30American Headquarters in Atlanta. The friendly competition saw more than 30

members of the Sales Team have one minute each to pitch themselves tomembers of the Sales Team have one minute each to pitch themselves to
TKE’s executive vice president of sales as potential new hires. If that wasn’tTKE’s executive vice president of sales as potential new hires. If that wasn’t

stressful enough, they had to do so in a glass elevator traveling 420 feet in thestressful enough, they had to do so in a glass elevator traveling 420 feet in the
air with a video camera in their face. Congratulations to marketing studentair with a video camera in their face. Congratulations to marketing student

Avani Shah for placing first."Avani Shah for placing first."  link to article

  
KSU marketing students Feyisola Odejimi, Cynthia Quiroz,KSU marketing students Feyisola Odejimi, Cynthia Quiroz,

and Sophie Schohan will travel to the Warner Bros.and Sophie Schohan will travel to the Warner Bros.
Discovery campus in Atlanta during March Madness to learnDiscovery campus in Atlanta during March Madness to learn

more about the intersection of marketing and technology.more about the intersection of marketing and technology.
The students won first place in the Marketing InnovationThe students won first place in the Marketing Innovation

and Technology competition hosted by the Department ofand Technology competition hosted by the Department of
Information Systems and Security and the Department ofInformation Systems and Security and the Department of
Marketing and Professional Sales. Warner Bros. DiscoveryMarketing and Professional Sales. Warner Bros. Discovery
Sports sponsored the event and provided the case study,Sports sponsored the event and provided the case study,

which asked students to explore ways the company couldwhich asked students to explore ways the company could
use NFT – or nonfungible tokens – to enhance theiruse NFT – or nonfungible tokens – to enhance their

marketing efforts during March Madness. The winningmarketing efforts during March Madness. The winning
students gained valuable experience learning howstudents gained valuable experience learning how

technology and marketing are related, and will get to seetechnology and marketing are related, and will get to see
that relationship in action when they visit Warner Bros.that relationship in action when they visit Warner Bros.

Discovery Sports in March.Discovery Sports in March.
  

Marketing Students Work withMarketing Students Work with   

Warner Bros. Discovery on NFT PlanWarner Bros. Discovery on NFT Plan
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H O L I D A Y

H I G H L I G H T S

*PROFESSOR SHIN'S DAUGHTER, SOFIA,
HELPING CELEBRATE PROFESSOR VAN

ESCH'S BIRTHDAY!*



M I T S  C O M P E T I T I O NM I T S  C O M P E T I T I O N

 
ON OCTOBER 5TH THE MARKETING AND

PROFESSIONAL SALES DEPARTMENT AND THE
KENNESAW MARKETING ASSOCIATION HOSTED
THE FIRST ANNUAL MARKETING INNOVATION

AND TECHNOLOGY STRATEGY (MITS)
COMPETITION.

 
THIS YEAR'S CASE SPONSOR WAS TURNER

SPORTS INC. ,  WITH A FOCUS ON CREATING AN
NFT STRATEGY FOR THE 2023 MARCH MADNESS

TOURNAMENT.
  

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS AND
AMAZING JUDGES :  TURNER SPORTS INC. ,

INFOSYSTEMS LLC. ,  AND MODOMODO, MATT
MCELROY (TURNER SPORTS),  PROMOD

GARLAPATI (MOHAWK),  DR.  PATRICK VAN ESCH
(KSU FACULTY).
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C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  &  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  w i n n e r s !

F i r s t  p l a c e :  F e y i s o l a
O d e j i m i ,  C y n t h i a  Q u i r o z  a n d

S o p h i e  S c h o h n
S e c o n d  P l a c e :  J o r d a n

W a l t o n  a n d  W e n d y
N a v i c h o q u e  R i v e r a

T h i r d  P l a c e :  F r a n c i s  K u t t e r
a n d  L a r s o n  C o v i n g t o n

m a r k e t i n g  I N N O V A T I O N  &  T E C H  S T R A T E G Y
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Our case management team of Ximena Alonso Garcia and Thomas Rowen took
first place overall in the case competition!

One of our speed sellers, Micah McEntyre, took first place overall!

Our role play participants, Ethan Laudato and Amanda Carr, finished in 13th
place and we were one of only six schools to have both of their competitors

advance out of the first round (and not have to compete in an additional wild
card round).

Brian Davis who participated in speed selling and Jacob Wittenberg put in
months of prep only to come down with the flu right before the competition

and could not attend. 
 Special thanks to Randy Stuart who volunteers her time and puts in 14 hour

days in Orlando to help the event run smoothly.
Thank you goes to Stefan Sleep and Brent McCulloch for their tireless

coaching of the team. None of our students would have done so well without
excellent coaching 

The event consisted of schools from around the county competing in three
different areas: role play, sales management case competition, and speed selling. 

 The team finished in 4th place out of 80 schools! It was an incredible performance
and an incredible amount of time and effort put in by these students to achieve

such success!
 
 

 

 

 
Special Thanks & Recognitions: 

 

06

 International Collegiate Sales Competition

December 2022 | ISSUE 42



News from KMANews from KMA
This past October, both the Kennesaw Marketing Association and

Kennesaw Marketing Agency partnered with the Department of
Information Technology and Security to host its very first

Marketing and Innovation Tech Strategy (MITS) Competition. The
competition gave students the opportunity to combine their

knowledge of web3 technologies and aspects of Marketing to
develop a strategy for NFT’s. Representatives from Warner Bros.

 
 Discovery, Info Systems, and BlackRock spoke with the

competitors and gave insight on the field of Marketing and
Technology in their companies. Three groups of students took

home first, second, and third place trophies. The First-place
winning group, which included Cynthia Quiroz, Feyisola Odejimi,

and Sophie Schohan, won a trophy and were invited to Warner Bros.
Discovery Studios where they will get an exclusive tour of the

facility.
 

Coming in March of 2023, the Kennesaw Marketing Association is hosting
an invitational for students to participate and compete in the Atlanta

American Marketing Association Conference. The KMA Invitational is an
amazing opportunity for students to network with other collegiate
chapters of the AMA as well as it is for businesses to promote and

advertise their brand. The Invitational is open to all students in the Coles
College of Business as well as the collegiate members of the American

Marketing Association. More information on the KMA Invitational will be
coming next semester!
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PROFESSORS mIKE SERKEDAKIS AND TYRA BURTONPROFESSORS mIKE SERKEDAKIS AND TYRA BURTON    
AT A PAST national collegiate salesAT A PAST national collegiate sales

competitoncompetiton



Chair Brad Taylor: Former VP of National Accounts at Coca-Cola, 

President of Taylor Built Brands & Marketing Instructor at KSU 

Brad Kehm: Director IMC at Nike

Carl Zaglin: President and Finance Executive of Atlanco Inc.

Dan Hennessy: Chief Sales Officer of FIFCO USA

Harry Vardis: Adjunct Faculty at KSU and Emory University

Justin Brown, Sr: Merchant Lighting at Home Depot

Moira Vetter: President of Modo Modo Agency

Skip Meyer: Channel Lead at Newell Brands

Tim Lamb: VP of Marketing at PRGX Global

Steven Lent, Sr: Dir. Brand Advocate at Home Depot 

Bob Bachrach: Exec. & COO of Congregation Etz Chaim

E x e c u t i v eE x e c u t i v e

A d v i s o r yA d v i s o r y   

B o a r dB o a r d

M e m b e r sM e m b e r s
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Editor: Savannah Herrington
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