






























Recommended Revisions 
 
Michael A. Leven School of Management, Entrepreneurship, and Hospitality: School Bylaws 
 
Replace Section E.1 with the following 

E.1. Purpose 
E.1.1  The Leven School Scholarship Committee (LSSC) determines the ranking of 

journals used by the school in the evaluation of scholarly output. 
E.1.2 The LSSC: 1) maintains a list of journal ranks, 2) considers faculty petitions to 

rank journals that are not ranked, and 3) considers faculty petitions to 
change the rank of journals that have been previously ranked. 

E.1.3 The LSSC follows the ranking guidelines set forth in: section 4.2 and Appendix 
II of the ‘Statement of Philosophy and Guidelines for Faculty Performance, 
Planning and Evaluation’ of the Leven School.  

 
Replace Section E.2.1 with the following 
 E.2 Formation and Structure of the Committee; 

E.2.1 The membership of LSSC will consist of three (3) research active, tenured or 
tenure track full-time permanent faculty members of the school.  The 
committee members should represent diverse academic disciplines.  To be 
considered research active, the faculty member has to be on the research, 
research-balanced or balanced track, with research productivity equivalent 
to their track level or above within the previous five years.   

 
Members will be voted in via secret ballot of eligible fulltime department 
faculty of all names placed in nomination and will serve for a period of three 
years.  New members will be voted in via secret ballot of all eligible names 
placed in nomination. Existing members are eligible for re-election. 
 

Remove Section E.3.2 and re-number section E.3 
Replace Section E.4 with the following 
 E.4 Operations: 

E.4.1  The LSSC will maintain a Leven School Benchmark Journal List (Benchmark 
List) and a Leven School List of Ranked Journals (Ranked Journals List).  
 
The Benchmark List is used to represent the Leven School’s journal list to 
external stakeholders. It is also used by faculty when selecting a comparison 
journal is needed as part of the journal ranking process. 
 
The Ranked Journals List is a running list of journals and their ranking by the 
LSSC over time. 

 
These lists will be available for member as well as external stakeholder 
review. 
 

E.4.2 The LSSC will assess faculty petitions regarding ranking for any journal not 
specifically included in the Benchmark List or the Ranked Journals List. 



Decisions made by the LSSC in response to faculty petitions will be recorded 
in the list of ranked journals. 

 
E.4.3 The protocol for determining the assessed value of scholarship is explained in 

in section 4.2 and Appendix II of the ‘Statement of Philosophy and Guidelines 
for Faculty Performance, Planning and Evaluation’ of the Leven School.  

 
  



Recommended Revisions 
 
Statement of Philosophy and Guidelines for Faculty Performance, Planning, And Evaluation. 
Michael A. Leven School of Management, Entrepreneurship & Hospitality. 
 
Pg 4: Inappropriate Reference to Appendix II should be changed to Appendix I 
 
The LSRC is responsible for evaluating pre-tenure and tenure/promotion portfolios each year. 
Candidates should follow the guidelines for the online portfolio management system content 
provided in Appendix I of this document as well as guidelines in the college and university 
documents. 
 
Pg 9: Replace with the following language: 
 
The Leven School Scholarship Committee (LSSC) facilitates the ranking of journals in which 
department members publish scholarly achievements. The LSSC maintains, updates and 
distributes the Leven School Benchmark Journal List (Benchmark List) and a list of prior 
approved journals, the Leven School List of Ranked Journals (Ranked Journals List).  
 
The Benchmark List is used to represent the Leven School’s journal list to peer and aspirant 
universities and when faculty need to pick a comparison journal as part of the journal ranking 
process when preparing the Journal Rank Request Form.  
 
The list of prior approved journal is a running list of journals that Leven School faculty have 
requested be approved by the LSSC and the ranking results.  
  



 
Appendix II: Revise as follows 
 

Appendix II 
Protocols for Determining the Assessed Value of Scholarship 

 
Overview 
 
The criteria for ranking journals as an outlet for scholarly output is a core school document to 
guide the process for assessing the value of scholarship output produced by members of the 
Leven School.   
 
The Leven School Scholarship Committee (LSSC) determines the ranking of journals used by the 
school in the evaluation of scholarly output. The LSSC: 1) maintains a list of journal ranks, 2) 
considers faculty petitions to rank journals that are not ranked, and 3) considers faculty petitions 
to change the rank of journals that have been previously ranked. 
 
The Leven School Benchmark Journal List (Benchmark List) and the Leven School List of Ranked 
Journals (Ranked Journal List) will be used by the school director and faculty committees when 
evaluating the scholarship output of faculty members for the purposes of annual faculty 
evaluation, promotion and tenure decisions and determining compliance with workload 
requirements for each track identified in the “Statement of Philosophy and Guidelines for 
Faculty Performance, Planning, And Evaluation. Michael A. Leven School of Management, 
Entrepreneurship & Hospitality”. 
 
Journal Ranking Criteria 
“A+”: Elite Journals 

This category includes the most elite journals representing approximately the top 5% of 
journals in a field.  
 
These are the handful of journals in a discipline that are consistently viewed as the very 
top journals; have the highest citation impact factors and author affiliation indices in the 
field; have very high circulation, readership, and visibility; high submission rates; low 
acceptance rates; and papers are typically heavily refereed. These journals typically 
publish the most original and best executed academic research papers. Papers 
published in these journals have been or will be recognized as making a significant or 
substantial contribution to knowledge, theory, policy, or practice. This designation is 
reserved for only the most elite scholarly outputs which have significant impact on the 
field of research and enhances the reputation of the scholar and Kennesaw State 
University. 
 
An ‘A+’ ranking for a journal may be indicated when the publication meets the following 
characteristics: 
 
• A 2015 JIF of 3.682 or higher and a 2015 SJR of 2.091 or higher. 
• Is ranked by Recognized Journal Rating Systems as among the top 5% of journal 

outlets. 



• Is ranked in the highest category of publications by peer and aspirant schools. 
 

LSSC ranking of a journal as A+ is not automatic but requires LSSC discussion and 
consideration. 
 

“A”: High Quality Journals 
High quality journals representing approximately the next 10% of journals in a field.  
 
These journals reflect the relatively small number of high-quality peer-reviewed 
academic journals in each discipline. These journals have significant and substantial 
circulation, readership, and visibility. They typically have good submission rates; low 
acceptance rates; fair to good impact factors; and reasonably high Author Affiliation 
Indices. These journals are very selective in what is published. The papers are heavily 
refereed, and these journals publish original and well-executed research papers. 

 
Papers published in these journals have advanced or are likely to advance knowledge, 
theory, policy, or practice. Publications in these journals are considered significant 
academic achievements. This designation is reserved for scholarly outputs which have 
identifiable impact on the field of research and which are widely regarded as a high 
quality publication outlet consistent with the goals and mission of the school.   
 
An ‘A’ ranking for a journal may be indicated when the publication meets the following 
characteristics: 
 
• A 2015 JIF of 2.366 or higher and a 2015 SJR of 1.048 or higher. 
• Is ranked by Recognized Journal Rating Systems as among the top 15% of journal 

outlets. 
• Is ranked in a high category of publications by peer and aspirant schools. 
 
LSSC ranking of a journal as ‘A’ is not automatic but requires LSSC discussion and 
consideration. 
 

“B”: Well Regarded Journals 
Well Regarded Journals making up approximately the next 35% of journals in a field. 
 
These journals reflect the larger number of well-regarded quality peer-reviewed 
academic journals and most visible peer-reviewed professional journals. Papers in these 
journals are fully refereed according to accepted standards and conventions. At the very 
least, these journals should reflect an author affiliation index similar to that of the Coles 
College’s peer and aspirant institutions, have some reasonable consistency in being 
classified as second tier journals in broadly accepted comprehensive journal publication 
lists, have modest citation impact factors (when available), and have a reasonable 
readership and circulation level. These journals publish original research of an 
acceptable standard. Papers published in these journals have made or will make a 
contribution to knowledge, theory, policy, or practice. 

 
LSSC ranking of a journal as ‘B’ is automatic based upon the following criteria. However, 
completion of the Journal Rank Request Form and submission to the LSSC is required.  



 
• A JIF of 1.083 or higher OR a SJR of 0.263 or higher. 

 
If the journal does not have a JIF or SJR, a ‘B’ ranking may be indicated by the following 
criteria which will have to be considered by the LSSC outside of an automatic ranking: 
 

• Is Recognized Journal Rating Systems as among the top 50% of journal outlets. 
• Is consistently ranked at the mid-level category of publications by peer and 

aspirant schools.   
 
“C”: Peer Reviewed Journals 

These journals should at minimum ensure an ethical publication and review process.  
 

LSSC ranking of a journal as ‘C’ is automatic based upon the following criteria. However, 
completion of the Journal Rank Request Form and submission to the LSSC is required. 
 

• Inclusion of a journal in the Thompson database or the Scopus database. 
• Journal membership in one of the following: 

Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association:  http://oaspa.org/membership/members/ 
Directory of Open Access Journals: https://doaj.org/ 
Committee on Publication Ethics: http://publicationethics.org/ 

 
Ranking a Journal 
 
Faculty members should petition the LSSC using the Journal Rank Request Form to provide a 
specific ranking for any journal they wish to submit a scholarly work to. Decisions made by the 
LSSC in response to faculty petitions will be recorded in the Ranked Journal List.  
 
Any faculty member may, during the school year, petition the LSSC to rank additional scholarly 
outlets not included on the Ranked Journal List using the procedures outlined below. 
 
1. The petition should be submitted using the Journal Rank Request form below and 

submitted to the LSSC chair by email.  
2. Petitions will be considered at the next meeting of the LSSC and the outcome of the LSSC 

deliberation will be included in the Ranked Journal List.  
3. It is the responsibility of the faculty member initiating the petition to provide all evidence 

needed by the LSSC to determine the ranking of the journal in question. Faculty may 
present additional information to support the ranking of any journal. Such information is 
qualitatively assessed by the LSSC and is given relatively greater weight in Supporting 
Category 1 than Supporting Category 2. 

Supporting Category 1 includes 

• Recognized journal rating systems - Academic Journal Guide of the Chartered 
Association of Business Schools (CABS or ABS), the Australian Business Dean’s Council 
(ABDC), the Academic Journal Quality List (FNG) published by the French Scientific Board 
of FNEGE, or the VHB-JOURQUAL (VHB) published by the German Academic Association 
for Business Research. 

• Peer, aspirant and other university journal rankings. 

http://oaspa.org/membership/members/
https://doaj.org/
http://publicationethics.org/


• Recognized discipline specific journal rankings.  
• Other journal ranking sources such as: eigenFACTOR.org 

 

Supporting Category 2 includes 

• Year established. 
• Author quality affiliation information and indexes. 
• Senior Editor, Editorial Board and/or Guest Editor quality affiliation information and 

indexes. 
• Circulation, readership, submission and acceptance rates. 
• Citation rates. 
• Submission volume. 
• Quality of the peer review process. 
• Journal membership in an organization that ensures ethical publishing including: 

o Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association: http://oaspa.org/membership/members/ 
o Directory of Open Access Journals: https://doaj.org/ 
o Committee on Publication Ethics: http://publicationethics.org/ 

 
4. The information must be complete, meaning that the submitting faculty member must 

search and provide all forms of evidence available at the present time.   
5. All information must be submitted to a the chair of the LSSC in electronic form so it can be 

easily shared with other committee members. 
6. The LSSC will assess the publication in question to assign a ranking and will add the 

conclusion to the Prior Approved Journal List.  
7. The LLSC reserves the right to ‘not rank’ a journal is the LSSC deems that it does not 

appropriately fit the above Journal Ranking Criteria. 
 
Faculty Appeal of Proposed Journal Ranking 
  

If the indication of journal ranking is not what the faculty member believes correct, the 
faculty member can appeal the proposed journal rank by completing section C of the 
Journal Rank Request Form.  A journal ranking appeal should be based upon on the criteria 
outlined in Supporting Category 1 and/or Supporting Category 2. 

Prior to the Fall or Spring faculty meeting, the logic of the appeal and the logic of the 
proposed ranking will be prepared in writing and delivered to the faculty for review.  The 
appealing faculty member should remain unknown to the faculty. A faculty vote at the Fall 
or Spring meeting on the proposed ranking vs the appealed ranking will establish the final 
journal ranking.   

A Faculty Appeal is not a re-ranking of a journal that was previously ranked.  If a journal 
has been ranked by the LSSC for more than one year, and the faculty member believes the 
ranking is not appropriate, the journal should be re-submitted to the LSSC for ranking using 
the appropriate Journal Rank Request form. 
  

http://oaspa.org/membership/members/
https://doaj.org/
http://publicationethics.org/


Journal Rank Request Form: A+/A Review 
 
Potential Ranks A+ A 
Faculty Suggested Rank   
LSSC Review Full 
LSSC Journal Ranking  

 
Full Journal Title:   
Publisher:       ISSN: 
Website: 
 
Choose a discipline specific journal from the Leven School Benchmark Journal List and address 
the following points of comparison to the submitted journal. 
 
JCR: Journal Citation Reports - Thomson - Web of Science: 

Journal impact factor: 
Year of JIF: 
Primary Category: 
Rank within Category / Number of Journals in Category: 

SJR: SCImago Journal Rank – Scopus - scimagojr.com 
SJR: 
Year of SJR: 
Primary Category: 
Rank within Category / Number of Journals in Category: 

 
Supporting Category 1  

Recognized journal rating systems: 
Peer, aspirant and other university journal rankings: 
Recognized discipline specific journal rankings:  
Other journal ranking sources: 
 

Supporting Category 2: Information in Supporting Category 2 can be added if the information in 
Supporting Category 1 is weak or insufficient. 

 
Year established. 
Author quality affiliation information and indexes 
Senior Editor, Editorial Board quality affiliation information and indexes  
Circulation, readership, submission and acceptance rates 
Citation rates 
Submission volume 
Is the journal a member of the following: 

Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association: http://oaspa.org/membership/members/ 
Directory of Open Access Journals: https://doaj.org/ 
Committee on Publication Ethics: http://publicationethics.org/ 

  

http://oaspa.org/membership/members/
https://doaj.org/
http://publicationethics.org/


Journal Rank Request Form: B/C Review 
 
Potential Ranks B C 
Faculty Suggested Rank   
LSSC Review Automatic/ 

Abbreviated  
Automatic/ 
Abbreviated  

LSSC Journal Ranking  
 
Full Journal Title:   
Publisher:       ISSN: 
Website: 
 
JCR: Journal Citation Reports - Thomson - Web of Science: 

2015 Journal impact factor:    Current JIF: 
Primary Category: 
Rank within Category / Number of Journals in Category: 

SJR: SCImago Journal Rank – Scopus - scimagojr.com 
2015 SJR:      Current SJR: 
Primary Category: 
Rank within Category / Number of Journals in Category: 

 
If this submission is for a C rank, complete the Evidence of Peer Review below. 
 
If the JIF or SJR factors do not support the B rank, choose a discipline specific B journal from the 
Leven School Benchmark Journal List and address the following points of comparison to the 
submitted journal. 
 
Supporting Category 1  

Recognized journal rating systems: 
Peer, aspirant and other university journal rankings: 
Recognized discipline specific journal rankings:  
Other journal ranking sources: 

 
Supporting Category 2: Information in Supporting Category 2 can be added if the information in 
Supporting Category 1 is weak or insufficient. 
 

Year established. 
Author quality affiliation information and indexes 
Senior Editor, Editorial Board quality affiliation information and indexes  
Circulation, readership, submission and acceptance rates 
Citation rates 
Submission volume 

 
Evidence of Peer Review 

Is the journal a member of the following: 
Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association: http://oaspa.org/membership/members/ 
Directory of Open Access Journals: https://doaj.org/ 
Committee on Publication Ethics: http://publicationethics.org/ 

http://oaspa.org/membership/members/
https://doaj.org/
http://publicationethics.org/
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