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Time: 		ca. 60 minutes total
Grading:	Passing grade required on all 3 tasks to receive credit. See rubrics below. 
Policy: 	All tasks are “closed book,” meaning you are not allowed to access the Internet, AI, or any other source of information.



Challenge Exam (5 tasks)

Task 1 - Writing (in English, 35 minutes): Select one of two specific topics provided (e.g., 2-3 sentences from a news article). Then write an essay examining the broader topic in a 21st-century German context. Address at least two of the following: cultural, political, or social aspects. Finally, analyze the historical origins and cross-cultural relevance of this contemporary perspective, practice, or product.

Task 2 - Writing (in English, 15 minutes): Select one of three broad topics provided (e.g., politics). Then identify and describe 3 substantive differences in cultural perspectives or practices related to the topic that one might encounter when engaging with German-speaking versus American cultures. Respond to questions about these cultural differences.

Task 3 - Speaking (in English, 10 minutes): Describe a team-based task or project you have actively participated in during the past two years, two communication and/or collaboration challenges you faced, two skills or strategies you used to navigate those challenges, and the final result. Respond to questions about this experience.



Rubrics
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Rubric for Task 1 (in English). Must receive passing grade on both criteria to pass.

	Pass     Examines the topic from at least two approaches (cultural, political, social) with     
             reference to issues, attitudes, debates, and practices in German contexts.
Fail      Unable to address more than one approach in a full and informed manner.
	___ pass

___ fail

	Pass     Analyzes cultural practices and products, their historical origins, and cross-cultural
             relevance. Analysis addresses multiple viewpoints (pro and con) and the implications of the practice or product.
Fail       Unable to analyze the practice or product itself, or its historical origins, or its cross cultural relevance.
	___ pass


___ fail



Rubric for Task 2 (in English). Must receive passing grade on both criteria to pass.

	Identification 
Pass 	Identifies 3 significant cultural differences (perspectives, practices, or products) that are relevant and on-topic
Fail	Unable to identify the required number of cultural differences or only 
identifies superficial, naïve, or stereotypical examples
	
___ pass


___ fail

	Description
Pass	Describes how all 3 cultural differences (perspectives, practices, or products) compare to US-American culture or sub-cultures with detail, nuance, and depth. Able to explain and expound when questioned.
Fail	Struggles to describe the cultural differences in detailed, nuanced, and/or deep ways. Unable to respond effectively and knowledgeably to follow-up questions.
	
___ pass


___ fail



Rubric for Task 3 (in English). Must receive passing grade on both criteria to pass.	

	Identification 
Pass 	Identifies 1 recent team-based task, 2 communication or collaboration challenges faced, and 2 concrete strategies used to navigate those challenges in practical ways.
Fail	Unable to identify the required number of team-based tasks, challenges, and/or strategies in a concrete way.
	
___ pass


___ fail

	Description
Pass	Describes all the challenges faced and strategies employed with detail, focus, and clarity. Able to explain and expound when questioned.
Fail	Struggles to describe challenges faced and strategies employed with detail, focus, and clarity. Unable to respond effectively and knowledgeably to follow-up questions.
	
___ pass


___ fail




