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Time: 		ca. 40 minutes total
Grading:	Passing grade required on all 4 tasks to receive credit. See rubrics below.



Challenge Exam (4 tasks)

Task 1 (in German, 10 minutes): Pick 2 of 4 conversation prompts provided at the beginning of the exam: 1 of 2 practical scenarios one you might encounter in a German-speaking country as part of daily or professional life and 1 of 2 argumentative topics with relevance in contemporary German cultures (i.e., social, cultural, political topics). Sustain sophisticated conversations using appropriate and accurate grammar and vocabulary by asking questions, answering questions and follow-up questions, responding to your interlocutor’s answers, etc. Each conversation is 7-10 minutes in length.

Task 2 (in German, 10 minutes): Pick 1 of 2 presentational prompts provided. Each includes a visual or graph that one should describe and analyze in detail. Presentation is 5 minutes in length with 5 minutes of preparation (without a dictionary or any other materials). You may take notes during the preparation time but should only glance at them during the actual presentation.

Task 3 (in German, 5-10 minutes): Identify and describe 3 substantive cultural differences one might encounter in the practical situation or in the argumentative topic you selected above when engaging with German-speaking versus American cultures. Respond to questions about these cultural differences.

Task 4 (in English, 10 minutes): Describe a team-based task or project you have actively participated in during the past two years, two communication and/or collaboration challenges you faced, two strategies you used to navigate those challenges, and the final result. Respond to questions about this experience.



Rubrics
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Rubric for Parts 1 and 2 (in German). Must receive passing grade on 4 of 5 criteria in both parts to pass.

	
	Part 1
	Part 2

	Communication 
Pass 	Topics handled effectively; ideas clearly conveyed; initiates conversation frequently and successfully; requires little effort to be understood; some creativity. Responds in logical series of sentences with detail and organization. Demonstrates some ability to elaborate, clarify, provide examples, etc.
Fail	Topics handled minimally; ideas conveyed in general; needs frequent
and/or significant help initiating and sustaining communication. Basically on-task but no more. Requires extra-sympathetic listening
	
___ pass


___ fail
	
___ pass


___ fail

	Accuracy
Pass	Makes some minor and infrequent grammar mistakes that do not affect meaning (e.g., articles, etc.).
Fail	Makes more serious and frequent mistakes that often give unintended meaning (conjugation, tense inconsistency, word order mistakes, inability to change tenses and moods, etc.).

	
___ pass


___ fail
	
___ pass


___ fail

	Fluency
Pass	Takes longer than necessary to organize thoughts but does not need additional prompts; says more than required.
Fail	Speech disjointed because of pauses; relies on partner to initiate and guide conversation.

	
___ pass


___ fail
	
___ pass


___ fail

	Vocabulary
Pass	Vocabulary mistakes generally do not affect meaning (wrong gender, wrong preposition, etc.); attempts at resourcefulness.
Fail	Generic, simplistic, and/or repetitive vocabulary. Lacks appropriate vocabulary for specific contexts and situations. More serious mistakes give unintended meaning (wrong preposition, incorrect word choice, mangled words, etc.).

	
___ pass


___ fail
	
___ pass


___ fail

	Pronunciation
Pass	Some mispronunciation; meaning still clear; approaches native German
speaker sound
Fail	Pronounced foreign accent requiring extra-sympathetic listening; very
“American” sounding

	
___ pass


___ fail
	
___ pass


___ fail





Prior Learning Assessment						GRMN 3302 (Practical Conversation)		 
Name:									Administered by: 
Date:

Rubric for Part 3 (in English). Must receive passing grade on both criteria to pass.

	
	

	Identification 
Pass 	Identifies 3 significant cultural differences (perspectives, practices, or products) that are relevant and on-topic
Fail	Unable to identify the required number of cultural differences or only 
identifies superficial, naïve, or stereotypical examples

	
___ pass


___ fail

	Description
Pass	Describes how all 3 cultural differences (perspectives, practices, or products) compare to US-American culture or sub-cultures with detail, nuance, and depth. Able to explain and expound when questioned.
Fail	Struggles to describe the cultural differences in detailed, nuanced, and/or deep ways. Unable to respond effectively and knowledgeably to follow-up questions.
	
___ pass


___ fail




Rubric for Part 4 (in English). Must receive passing grade on both criteria to pass.	

	
	

	Identification 
Pass 	Identifies 1 recent team-based task, 2 communication or collaboration challenges faced, and 2 concrete strategies used to navigate those challenges in practical ways.
Fail	Unable to identify the required number of team-based tasks, challenges, and/or strategies in a concrete way.

	
___ pass


___ fail

	Description
Pass	Describes all the challenges faced and strategies employed with detail, focus, and clarity. Able to explain and expound when questioned.
Fail	Struggles to describe challenges faced and strategies employed with detail, focus, and clarity. Unable to respond effectively and knowledgeably to follow-up questions.
	
___ pass


___ fail




