
Graduate Council 
Meeting

March 19, 2025



Agenda
1. International Student and Scholar Services Overview, Ryan Packard, Director
2. International travel and Graduate Students, Kelly Nichols, Associate Director, International 

Safety & Security, Global Education
3. 2025-2026 Graduate Catalog Review – Process and Timeline, Michelle Head, Executive Director 

of Curriculum Development
4. Introducing Power-Bi Graduate Dashboard – James Kohlmiller
5. Tuesdata sunsetting schedule
6. Announcements and Events

a. Commencement numbers
b. Graduate Student Appreciation Week
c. Contacts in the Graduate College
d. List-serve updating



International Student & Scholar Services
Ryan Packard



What are the responsibilities of the ISSS office?

• Issue and update immigration documents each semester.
• Monitor the enrollment and employment of international students and scholars.
• Advise international students and scholars on immigration requirements, visa 

issues, and employment restrictions.
• Maintain university compliance with federal regulations.



Fall 2024 International Students at KSU – 1125-
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International Students Served by ISSS
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F-1 Student Visa Requirements for Graduate Students

Employment
o Only on-campus Student 

Assistants/GRA/GTA/GPA
o Limited off-campus/CPT/OPT
o Must have permission from ISSS/USCIS
o Students graduating and applying for OPT may 

not volunteer in their current GRA/GTA 
position to stay on at KSU.

o HR will not allow an individual to “volunteer” 
at something that others are paid to do, or 
that they could reasonably expect to be paid 
to do.

o Any volunteer work must be truly volunteer 
work that it does not violate US labor laws. For 
instance, it is not possible to do work that is 
normally paid on a volunteer/unpaid basis. 
Doing paid work for free would violate labor 
laws and not count as OPT employment. 
Typically, volunteer work should be with a 
non-profit organization/charity.

Full-time Enrollment requirements
o Graduates: 9 credits per semester
o Only 3 hours of online coursework can count towards 

the full-time enrollment requirement. 
o For Doctoral students advanced to candidacy 6 credits 

is full-time.

o Dismissals: Students dismissed from graduate 
programs will have their F-1 status terminated.



International travel and 
Graduate Students, 

Kelly Nichols, Associate 
Director, International 

Safety & Security, 
Global Education –
See separate .pdf



2025-2026 Graduate 
Catalog Review –

Process and Timeline,
Michelle Head, 

Executive Director of 
Curriculum 

Development



Review of Draft Catalogs

• A new process to prompt submission 
of non-substantive changes prior to 
the catalog export.

• Process utilizes SmartSheet (sender = 
Smartsheeet Automation)

• These changes should be non-
substantive changes or changes that 
have already been approved but were 
imported incorrectly. 

• Any changes to the intent of the 
program language or curriculum must 
be submitted for the next catalog.



Introducing Power Bi
James Kohlmiller

Power Bi demo. 

Tuesdata Sunsetting Plan



Announcements



Updates
• List-serve is being updated.- we will be adding new program 

coordinators and staff and removing those no longer in those roles. 
If you would like access, please submit a request via 
gradcollege@Kennesaw.edu with the 

• Subject line: Requesting Grad College ListServe Access

• PowerBi access has been/is being granted to all individuals verified 
as faculty program coordinator/director, staff designated by faculty 
as assisting with graduate programs, Associate Deans and Deans.

• If you would like access, please submit a request via 
gradcollege@Kennesaw.edu with the 

• Subject line: Requesting Grad College PowerBi Dashboard Access

mailto:gradcollege@Kennesaw.edu
mailto:gradcollege@Kennesaw.edu


Graduate Student #s

Level Enrolled Petitioned to Graduate

Masters’ 3,667 856

EdS 430 90

Doctoral 444 55

TOTAL 4,541 1,001

Certificate Students 155

Non-degree 59



Dates/Deadlines for Summer and Fall 
2025 Graduate Assistantships 

PaperworkSummer Fall

Hiring Students Opens 3/3/25 5/12/2025

Hiring Students Closes 5/5/25 7/15/2025

Student Must Process with HR 6/4/25 TBD

Contract Dates 6/1/25-6/30/25; 
7/1/25-7/31/25

8/18/25 – 12/8/25

Evaluations N/A 11/17/25-12/9/25

Drop-Add Week 5/27/25-6/3/25 8/18/25-8/22/25

Deletions for non-payment 6/12/25 9/2/25

University Closed N/A 12/25/25-1/1/26

Final Exams 7/23/25-7/24/25 12/9/25-12/15/25



Join us and Spread the word!



Join us and encourage students to 
register to complete

• https://owllife.kennesaw.edu/e
vent/11073737

https://www.kennesaw.edu/graduate/current-students/professional-development.php



GSA looking for officers

Students can email graduatestudentassoc@kennesaw.edu regarding their interest in any position.

mailto:graduatestudentassoc@kennesaw.edu


OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL 
SAFETY AND SECURITY

 Kelly Nichols              Sasha Cokuslu
  Associate Director                                                         Coordinator



Office of International Safety and Security

➢ Support KSU students, faculty 
and staff traveling internationally

➢ Monitor worldwide events
➢ Provide pre-departure health and 

safety advising
➢ Assist with in-country incident 

response

Kelly Nichols, Associate Director – 
knicho64@kennesaw.edu, 470.578.2416

Sasha Cokuslu, Coordinator-
scokusl1@kennesaw.edu, 470.578.3857

globalsafety@kennesaw.edu, 
24/7 International Emergency Phone Line, 
+1.470.578.6666

mailto:knicho64@kennesaw.edu
mailto:scokusl1@kennesaw.edu
mailto:globalsafety@kennesaw.edu


International Travel Guidelines 
at KSU: Graduate Students

• All KSU student international travel must be 

registered with the university and the university’s 

supplemental insurance policy must be purchased.

• There are distinctions made between Risk-Designated 

and Non-Risk-Designated Travel.

• There is a petition process for risk-designated travel. 



Students who are participating on any academic, co-curricular or research international 

experience are required to register their travel and enroll in the university’s supplemental 

international insurance policy with Zurich/On-Call International.  This includes any non-

credit bearing or independent education abroad, registered student organization, athletics, 

field work, dissertation or thesis work, service learning, conference participation, 

international internships, directed studies and research abroad that is related to the 

academic field of study.



Non-Risk-designated Travel: Non-Risk-designated international travel is travel to any 

country or region which poses no heightened risk designation by the travel advisories of 

the Department of State or the health notices of the Center for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC).

Risk-designated Travel: Risk-designated international travel is travel to any country or 

region which poses a heightened risk designation by the travel advisories of the 

Department of State or the health notices of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC). 

• CDC Level 1: Practice Usual Precautions 

• CDC Level 2: Practice Enhanced Precautions

• Department of State Level 1: Exercise Normal 

Precautions

• Department of State Level 2: Exercise Increased 

Caution

• CDC Level 3: Reconsider Nonessential Travel 

• CDC Level 4: Avoid All Travel

• Department of State Level 3: Reconsider Travel

• Department of State Level 4: Do Not Travel



Graduate students engaging in risk-designated international travel must submit a petition 

form and undergo a risk review process through the International Risk Management 

Advisory Board, which makes a recommendation to the university for approval/disapproval. 



International Travel Guidelines at KSU: Registration Process

form

petition form

•Complete the registration form

•Purchase university’s supplemental insurance

•Finalize travel plans and itineraries
Non-Risk 

Designated 
Travel

•Complete the petition form, AT LEAST 60 days prior to departure

• IRMAB reviews petition and makes recommendation to KSU

•KSU approves or denies the petitioned travel

•Office of International Safety and Security (OISS) communicates KSU’s decision 
to student

• If approved, complete the form for registration and purchase supplemental 
insurance

•Finalize travel plans and itineraries

Risk-Designated 
Travel

https://kennesaw.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=10368
https://www.kennesaw.edu/global-education/safety-and-security/docs/forms/individual.travel.petition.for.risk.designated.location.01.25.pdf
https://kennesaw.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=10368


Final tips & takeaways

• Student International 
Travel must be 
registered with KSU.

• Travel registration 
should be done 
months in advance.

• Risk-Designated Travel 
must be petitioned 
through a risk review.  

• Contact the OISS early 
and often.

  

For further information, please contact:

THE OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL SAFETY AND SECURITY

Mr. Kelly Nichols, Associate Director
knicho64@kennesaw.edu, 470-578-2416 

Website: International Safety and Security

mailto:knicho64@kennesaw.edu
https://www.kennesaw.edu/global-education/safety-and-security/index.php
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