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Staff  reports

A Marietta man was 
sentenced to 30 years 
in prison for causing 
an August 2021 crash 
that killed one and in-
jured two more, includ-
ing his then-fiancée, 
Cobb District Attorney 
Flynn Broady Jr. an-
nounced Wednesday.

Michael David Lau-
ray, 33, pleaded guilty 
to one count of first de-
gree vehicular homicide 
and one count of serious 
injury by vehicle, with 
Cobb Superior Court 
Judge Robert Leonard 
handing down the sen-
tence.

Lauray’s plea stemmed 
from an August 31, 2021, 
crash on Powder Springs 
Street in Marietta.

The crash came after 
Lauray and his then-
fiancée got into an ar-
gument over alleged 
cheating, according to 
Broady’s office. When 
Lauray asked her to meet 
him in a nearby Kroger 
parking lot to discuss 
their relationship, she 
did not show, the DA’s 
office added.

His warrant states Lau-
ray threatened over text 
and verbally to kill her.

Lauray tracked her 
phone and found her 
traveling northbound on 
Powder Springs Street 
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The Marietta school board has ap-
pointed Heather Woods, 
an assistant principal at 
West Side Elementary, as 
the new principal of the 
Marietta Center for Ad-
vanced Academics. 

The board voted 6-0 
with Jason Waters ab-
sent in favor of the ap-
pointment.

Woods will replace Tri-
cia Patterson, who is going to Lockheed 
Elementary School.

“We are thrilled to have Heather Woods 
lead MCAA as its new principal,” said Su-
perintendent Grant Rivera. “Her exten-
sive experience and passion for education 
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By Jake Busch
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ACWORTH — A monument to 
Cobb’s Black history reopened 
this week, with more than 50 
people in attendance to see the 
ribbon cut on the newly reno-
vated Rosenwald School.

Acworth Alderman Tim Hous-
ton has been involved with main-
taining the building since the 
1990s, and said the upkeep of 
the building is important to him.

“It’s preserving history, so I’m 
really excited about it, because 
it’s actually a part of the com-
munity, and it’s been here from 
the 20s,” Houston said. “So to be 
able to preserve it and be here 
for our kids going forward is just 
exciting.”

The historic building today 
sits on Cherokee Street in down-
town Acworth, but its nearly 
100-year-old story began a few 
blocks away, on School Street.

The school’s origins are traced 
to Julius Rosenwald, the philan-
thropist who gave the school and 
hundreds like it their name. An 
Illinois native, Rosenwald was 
a part-owner and top executive 
in Sears and Roebuck during the 
early 20th century. At the urging 
of Booker T. Washington, one 

of his initiatives was funding 
the construction of thousands 
of schoolhouses for Black chil-
dren across the South.

Acworth’s was one, and con-
struction began in 1924.

By the late 1940s, the new Rob-
erts School was built to replace 
the uninsulated, wooden Ros-
enwald School. However, Ac-
worth’s Black community elected 

to disassemble and rebuild the 
Rosenwald School at its pres-
ent location rather than scrap it.

It reopened as a community 
center in 1953 and has under-
gone numerous renovations since 
then. The city of Acworth owns 
the building and rents it out for 
private events.

Acworth Rosenwald School reopens after renovation

Jake Busch

Acworth Alderman Tim Houston cuts the ribbon on the renovated Rosenwald School.

Acworth Mayor Tommy Allegood, left, and Alderman Tim Houston 
admire renovations to the Rosenwald School at its reopening after 
months of renovations.

‘Preserving history’
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By Hunter Riggall
hriggall@mdjonline.com

The new Mableton City Council holds 
its first meeting Thursday night to take 
its first steps toward getting the city up 
and running.

“I expect it to be a good, solid meeting 
with us just working through some of the 
initial things that we need to do,” Mayor 
Michael Owens said. “It’s been important 
to set the expectations on where we are 
as a city. … This is a start-up city, and I 
think it’s important for people to under-
stand that there’s some basic things that 
we need to do.”

The special-called meeting is scheduled 
for 6:30 p.m. Thursday at the Riverside 
EpiCenter at 135 Riverside Parkway.

Mableton City 
Council to take 
its first steps

See MABLETON, A7

By Jake Busch
jbusch@mdjonline.com

KENNESAW — The boom-
ing ovation Paul Wiser re-
ceived as he crossed the stage 
in Kennesaw State Univer-
sity’s Convocation Center 
Wednesday morning shows 
his commitment is an inspi-
ration to many.

Wiser, 81, graduated mag-
na cum laude with a degree 
in interdisciplinary studies 
from KSU’s Radow College of 
Humanities and Social Sci-
ences Wednesday, nearly 40 
years after he first began his 
education at the university.

He was KSU’s oldest spring 
2023 graduate and achieved 
a 3.72 GPA. Wiser was also 
one of 60 veterans who grad-
uated this spring, having 
served in the Army from 
1959-1962.

Wiser is considered a non-
traditional student, or a stu-
dent who has been out of high 

school at least five years. Ac-
cording to the state univer-
sity system, there were 2,872 
non-traditional students at 
KSU this spring.

Wiser returned to KSU af-
ter initially enrolling in 1985, 
when it was still Kennesaw 
College, to study business. 
He had a long, successful 
career in the hospitality and 
financial sectors, serving in 
numerous banks and cred-
it unions and as a financial 
planner, but did not com-
plete his college coursework 
until now.

Once he retired, he decided 
to finish what he started at 
KSU and become the first in 
his family to earn a college 
degree. More importantly, 
he wanted the credential to 
be able to move forward in 
his efforts to end veteran 
homelessness.

‘THIS IS NOT ABOUT ME’
Initially intending to study 

business, Wiser shifted his 
focus to criminal justice, 
with a minor in leadership.

Wiser prides himself on 

wanting to fix things, so it 
makes sense his senior sem-
inar research project, “Lo-
cal Community Initiatives 

Can End Veteran Home-
lessness,” came about after 

Meet Paul Wiser, the 81-year-old who just 
graduated from Kennesaw State University

Jake Busch

Paul Wiser, who graduated magna cum laude from Kennesaw State University on Wednes-
day, at age 81, was the school’s oldest spring 2023 graduate.

See GRADUATE, A5
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he identified the problem.
“The Atlanta homeless 

population for veterans is 
the second largest in the 
nation,” he said.

He realized the federal 
government had too much 
on its plate to tackle veter-
an homelessness, so Wiser 
decided to focus on local 
approaches to address the 
problem.

“My approach is, we want 
to start it at the local level, 
controlled and managed by 
local people, bring all of the 
resources that the federal 
government has — because 
they’ve got some good ones 
and some bad ones — but 
bring it to the local level and 
create a local, communi-
ty-driven element that will 
end veteran homelessness,” 
Wiser said.

If it proves effective, the 
approach could be expanded 
to other homeless communi-
ties, he added. Until then, his 
goal is to continue the work, 
in collaboration with KSU’s 
Center for the Advancement 
of Military and Emergency 
Services Research, of solv-
ing part of America’s home-
lessness crisis.

For Wiser, his college 
coursework was personal: 
For nearly 40 years, he cared 
for his older brother Ernest, 
a Korean War veteran who 
experienced his first schizo-
phrenic episodes while serv-
ing in the early 1950s.

Using skills promoted by 
the National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness, Wiser helped his 
brother manage his schizo-
phrenia, and Ernest lived 19 
years longer than the normal 

life expectancy for those with 
the disorder.

“This is not about me, be-
cause my life has been total-
ly built by other people and 
what they have experienced,” 
Wiser said.

Speaking about his proj-
ect, Wiser said it’s imperfect.

“Because I’m not that smart, 
but I want to help get started, 
because I don’t know how 
much time God’s got for me 
here on Earth, but while I’m 
here, I’ll give him whatever 
I’ve got.”

‘A SERVANT-LEADER’
For many who did not 

grow up in the age of smart-
phones and social media, 
online coursework may seem 
daunting.

Wiser, who completed his 
KSU degree entirely online, 
tackled the challenge head-on.

Joan Ledbetter, now a 
professor at the University 
of Tampa, taught Wiser in 
the fall of 2021 in a course 
called “Integrated Approach 
to Social Justice.”

In the course, students had 
to complete various projects 
involving different platforms 
and computer programs to 
show the numerous factors 
that influence social justice 
issues.

“His work was phenom-
enal,” Ledbetter said, even 
after he talked about lacking 
technical expertise compared 
with his younger classmates.

His final project for the 
course, “Families in Crisis: 
Invisible Injuries on the 
Homefront,” was a website 
with various resources and 
personal reflections on active 
duty military and veterans 
challenged by mental illness.

“It was all new to him as an 
older student, but he did the 
best job of anybody, and the 

most thorough, thoughtful, 
interesting work of all the stu-
dents,” Ledbetter said. “What 
professor doesn’t love that?”

Wiser was an asset, Led-
better said, especially during 
class discussions, where he 
shared his life experience.

Wiser, who lives in Canton 
with his wife, Rosemary, a 
retired IV therapist at Pied-
mont Hospital, is the father 
of two children.

“It’s always helpful to have 
some mixture in the class-
room for experiences, but 
with him taking it serious-
ly and being such a mature 
adult, that really helped the 
rest of the class to rise up,” 
Ledbetter said. “You know 
what they say: All ships ris-
ing at the same time with 
the tide, and he was the tide 
making all the ships rise.”

A PROFESSOR’S DREAM 
Katharine Schaab, coor-

dinator and associate pro-
fessor of Interdisciplinary 

Studies and Wiser’s senior 
seminar instructor, echoed 
Ledbetter’s praise.

“Paul I think in so many 
ways is the exact type of stu-
dent that professors want to 
work with,” Schaab said. “He 
has a passion, he is just so 
enthusiastic about learning 
more, about being engaged 
with not only the topic, but 
people that it affects.”

Wiser understood his work 
transcends the classroom and 
makes an impact in the lives 
of people, Schaab added.

“He devotes himself to the 
research, to being in conver-
sation with people and to 
continuing to improve how 
he thinks about and writes 
about and analyzes the issue 
at hand,” she said.

Wiser was also sensitive to 
others’ struggles, Ledbetter 
said, and she experienced that 
firsthand. When her husband 
died in September 2021, near 
the start of the semester, Wis-
er checked in on her.

“He was extremely kind 
in reaching out and what he 
said to me, and giving his 
condolences,” Ledbetter said. 
“Just very kind and graceful 
emails that he sent me as far 
his care and concern, very 
giving person.”

Speaking of giving, Wiser 
was happy to share advice 
with students who will fol-
low in his footsteps.

“Listen,” Wiser said. “Lis-

ten,” he repeated. “You can 
learn from everybody. The 
major thing we’ve got right 
now in our society is we don’t 
listen to each other, we talk 
over each other. But this com-
munity right here, Kennesaw 
State University, they listen 
— every single student.”

Wiser is one of about 3,500 
graduates at KSU this year. 
The school is the third-larg-
est university in Georgia with 
over 40,162 undergraduate 
and graduate students en-
rolled as of spring 2023, 
according to the University 
System of Georgia.

T  J

Grant McAuley
Times Journal Braves Reporter

Grant will cover the team all season long with behind the 
scenes stories from Truist Park, player profi les, lineup/roster 
changes, stats and much more

Over the last 17 years, Grant has worked for Major and 
Minor League baseball teams and has a passion for baseball 
broadcasting, reporting, writing and content creation.

Visit our dedicated Braves page all season long at

www.mdjonline.com

JEWELRY & WATCH REPAIRS 
We Buy, Sell or Trade!

We do jewelry repair on anything: gold, platinum, 
sterling silver; fashion, vintage and estate jewelry ; 
custom design;  appraisals; watch batteries and watch 
repair; eye glass frame repair; silver repair on teapots; 
etc. We buy sell or trade.

Parkaire Landing Shopping Center

4880 Lower Roswell Road, Suite 175 

Marietta, GA 30068 • www.adamarkjewelers.com

Monday-Friday 10 am - 6 pm • 

Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

770-565-6558
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Paul Wiser, who graduated magna cum laude from Kennesaw State University on Wednes-
day, at age 81, was the school’s oldest spring 2023 graduate.

Courtesy - Kennesaw State University

Paul Wiser shakes hands with Kennesaw State President Kathy Schwaig during Wednesday’s commencement ceremony.
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